Words from Col Peter McIntyre, USAF ret.

15 December 2007. Breakfast honoring our Military
Final remarks.

Theme of the Day: Spiritual Survival under Live Fire

Today I would like to pay tribute to you and the other 25m veterans who have worn the uniform of the US of America. Each of you took an oath of office to defend America, and you upheld that oath with honor and decency. Through the generations you have humbled dictators and liberated countries, and set a standard of courage and idealism for the entire world.

Today I ask that we all remember the troops who left America’s shores but did not live to be thanked as veterans. We must honor the courage of those who were lost. We must have passion in our hearts for the families who lost a loved one. We must pray for their comfort!

All of America’s veterans have placed the nation’s security before their own lives.

As Americans we have many freedoms. The freedom of the press, the freedom of religion and the right to vote. These are freedoms that are granted to us by our Constitution. And they are freedoms that are protected every day by the men and women who courageously serve, or have served, in our armed forces.

But, as we all know, freedom does not come free. There is a price that we pay for our freedom. We have gathered here this morning to pay tribute to you and other brave Americans who have answered the call of duty, who have stepped up and paid the price. Many of you may have friends or relatives that have died defending our freedom. They paid the ultimate price.
We have a great responsibility to the many service men and women who gave their lives. We are not just the beneficiaries of their bravery; we are the stewards of their sacrifice. Let me make that point again. We are not just the beneficiaries of those who gave their lives; we are the stewards of the reasons they gave their lives.
Thank-you!

