The Ultimate, The Extreme, On the Edge!

This is man stuff! And some women live this to our shame! I thought I would try to jolt us out of lethargy or infuriate us into commitment to Christ.

 

Ultimate Fighting is the rage of many men. There are now some rules to keep the brutality down. But men everywhere are aware of this gladiator event. Most men fancy themselves as being tough and on the edge. The documentary 3 months ago which I saw commented on the rage of this Man to Man, Body to Body combat inside a cage. It is not staged. It is all out domination of one man over another man. It is the rage because "of the feminization of men in the US."

 

One of my friends, Tom McCune decided he wanted to Paraglide with the Best. He set out to being the best in the Northwest and then top ranked in the US and then to go with the best in the Worlds in Australia this past winter. He finished 3 in the Worlds.

 

Four F-15 pilots came to our Church in Puyallup in the 80's. They evaluated the "Best of the Best". Their conversations of being the best in the latest dog-fight over the Pacific were great stuff. It was one man and machine against another man and machine. Who out-flew the other? Men willing to risk all they had for the defense of our country; to engage the enemy anywhere in the world and dominate. Domination was evidenced by still being alive and having the bragging rights to superior skill and still breathing air. And finally the ultimate of sacrifice to death in setting free a brother.

 

On the ranch in Montana, I heard the neighbor echo the same kind of sentiments after watching some very skilled maneuvers on a horse while herding bulls. "If you're still alive at the end of the day, it was funny!"

 

Many men have watched the DVD, "Open Range."  Some men who have no time for movies and such have watched this DVD and have actually admitted to watching it from start to finish three nites in a row. It is the ultimate in Wisdom and Skill and Courage. High risk and incredible uncertainty in the face of defending honor and justice, And finally, standing alone against insurmountable odds.

 

As many of you have heard or read my goals and the reports, you know I live on the edge of acceptable behavior. My parents despaired of me making it into adulthood as an okay person. 

There is something in me which pulls me to excess in many areas. Athletics, Bible Study, Hours in Work, and the list goes on. I first saw this in me physically in college when we ran cross country and track. There were extremes of running to exhaustion, despairing of not being first, with great fear running against the UofO, VOC, UW, shaking in anticipation of running to the top of the pile, vomiting from exhaustion. 

 

There are two great extremes to which Christ calls us which far exceed the difficulty of  exercising to exhaustion or exerting oneself to the top of the pile.

 

The first is Christ's call to walk with Him into the jaws of the Cross and to face unbridled evil. This translates into walking with Him regardless of the cost. It means to abandon self. It means to live beyond self. It means to face the worst the world system brings into our lives and assault us with reasons to walk away from a life of spiritual discipline and to come out with Christ on the throne.

 

We men are attracted to the greatest of high level extremes. Our pastor has brought us to 

BHAG - big hairy audacious goals: which means - set one outrageous goal for yourself this year and go for it.

 

I heard this goal for life in the following short statements: High risk, High adventure, High uncertainty - worth all you have.

   He is no fool who give what he cannot keep for that which he cannot loose

   If Christ be God and He died for me, then I will give him all I have

   Climb onto the altar of sacrificial service and yield to His will for you

   If Christ descended into Hell to set you free from Sin and Death and Hell, will you     serve Him without complaint?

   If any man will come after me let him take up his cross daily and follow me - 

   The cookies of reward are on the top shelf

   Walking with Christ will take all you have and then more than that

   Spend and be spent for Christ

   All works done in the name of man will be burned up and the works done in the Name of Christ will last

   All works will be tried by fire

 

I and many others have found this to be the most challenging, exhilarating, difficult and rewarding life challenge. The requirements are extreme, on the Edge.

   Many are called, few are chosen

   The road to life is narrow, the road to destruction is wide.

   Abide . . .  so that in that day you do not shrink away in shame

   We will all stand before the award stand and receive reward for the things done in this body.

   He who conquers his spirit is stronger than he who conquers a strong walled city

   ...at 70 to present Him a heart of wisdom

   With Caleb at 85 - "give me my land"

   As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord

   Who is on the throne of your life - get up on it and let go of self

 

The exhaustion and pain of this life is outside the realm of mortal men but lived by men 

of mortality. It is done on the inside of the human spirit where power and physical prowess 

and cunning do not cut it. It is done in the human spirit where Christ is resident, where Christ drives 

us forward, leads us through the pain by His Love.

 

And for this I can give my life!

 

 

Let me close with this.
First, the most difficult decision I have made was to give the deed to my spirit to Christ.

Second, the journey to the top has been hard and great. The beginning view from the tree line is spectacular and absolutely breathtaking, but the terrain is more difficult and the risk of loss is higher than ever before.

 

Join me on the climb to the top, don't stand in the cave of rest part way to the top - that's for losers.

 

Your brother,

Dale

 

PS - For Extreme (done by a female), read the testimony of witnessing by Jennifer in  Jennifer's story on my web site in Articles / testimonies.

 It will unsettle you and force you to see God's transcendent power. Rigid, conformist practitioners of the faith will battle with this one! I only bow my head and say, "thank you, Lord."

 

