 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Passion for Jesus
The greater things
For 4 months I have been meditating in the Book of John. In a bible study recently one of the men made three statements / question which captured our attention:

1. I don’t want to just take up space here on the earth,

2. I want to have a passion for Jesus which consumes me,

3. I want to love other people as Jesus loved them and what does that look
like?

I will add a fourth. When Jesus said the disciples would “do greater works than these,” what did he mean? I remember sitting in a college class in church during 1960 and hearing this passage from John and wondering, “What is the meaning of this phrase?”

For the last 4 weeks most of the studies I have attended have centered in the content of John 14. We have meditated / discussed / prayed about this passage, John 14/12-24.

Greater things than these will you do?

Jesus turned the water to wine

Jesus healed the man lame from birth

Jesus healed the leper

Jesus healed the woman with an issue of blood

Jesus fed 5000 at Galilee

Jesus walked on the water

Jesus forgives the woman taken in adultery

Jesus healed the blind man

Jesus forgave the woman at the well

Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead

And the books of the world could not contain the works of Jesus!

This is an impressive list, how could we do greater works than these or the works of the Apostles? With our focus on the material things of life and the material world, there is no way we could top this list and the rest of the miracles found in the New Testament record.

But when we come to John 12/24-26, we are given the standard of personal spiritual death in order to bear fruit which will honor the Son - we must die as the kernel of wheat when it falls into the ground.

“. . . must hate our life in this world to keep it to life eternal, . . . 
“where I am there shall my servant be, . . .  the Father will honor him.”

I wrote in the margin of my text, “WOW.” Meditate on the meaning of these passages and ask Christ to allow you to experience the depths of these passages.

In John 12/36, “while you have the light, believe in the light, in order that you may become sons on light.” The same kind of truth as in Matthew when we live the tough truths found in Matthew 5-7 and repeated in Luke, we become Sons of the Most High.

In Luke 11/36, “If therefore your whole body is full of light, with no dark part in it, it shall be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with its rays.”

What does this mean?

Looking with spiritual eyes at the work of God in this age when Grace is dominant and Mercy flows from the throne through Jesus Christ, is at once humbling and at the same time exhilarating. Without a doubt the works of Jesus are unparalleled in history. He has no equals in time or in eternity. He did the most stupendous events done by a man, ever! He was, is and always will be the Lord of Creation and the Savior of Mankind and so much more that words fall short.

The only recourse for us is to sit in His presence and meditate on the glories of His character and the wonders of His work.

In John 14/16-18, Jesus explains how the Holy Spirit will dwell with us (Romans 8/16-17).
In John 14/19, Jesus tells us we will have His life in us.

In John 14/20, Jesus promises that He and the Father will dwell in us.
In John 14/21-23, Jesus promises that when we serve one another in sacrificial service we will experience the love of the Father and the Son.
The Greater Works, what are they?
Theologians and Bible Scholars will have a heyday with the next, but I offer this as an eye opener to the work of God through clay pots II Cor. 4, (empty peanut butter jars - Stedman, “84").

We like Ezekiel in the OT are commanded to preach, announce, teach, persuade, and live the truth which will breathe life into scattered bones. When we as Ambassadors, Sons of the Living God, Sons of the Most High, Children of the Father, Joint-heirs with Jesus announce the message to those who will listen, both believers and unbelievers we will see spiritual realties take place.

Hearts of stone changed to hearts of flesh;
The spiritually dead experiencing spiritual resurrection into the life of Jesus;
Families in chaos being brought into the family of God and experiencing Jesus and His peace;
Violent aggressors subdued to live as those consumed by mercy;
Domestically violent people being brought to the foot of the cross, now living a sacrificial life of service;
Sexually corrupt people living a life of purity and self-denial;
Hopelessly floundering people living with the hope of purpose;
Clinically depressed believers returned to vital, hopeful existence;
Shattered marriages rebuilt with remarriages to the glory of God;
In some cases those with death dealing diseases delivered;
Believers deeply overcome with passion for Jesus;
The violent, weeping openly in the spirit of humility at the name of Jesus while worshipping;
Words of violence, degradation, and evil being changed to words of love and encouragement;
With the conversion of one family member the whole clan comes into the presence of Jesus;
Through the prayers of two faithful women  a whole community becomes saved;
Living in unity as believers becomes the visible symbol of the resurrected Christ;
Hearts consumed by hate and bitterness cleansed and filled with the gentleness of Jesus;
Walls of resistance shattered by love, shattered through the prayers of a faithful believer;
Prodigals brought back into the family after years of rebellion;
Unexplainable peace and composure in the face of death and violent persecution;
Believers delivered from the presence of evil through meditation in the presence of Jesus;
The appearance of Jesus (unseen, but experienced) in a small group or personal study;
While teaching the word a supernatural hush and then an out-flowing of the Spirit;
Lives of beauty emerging out fromthe ashes of a refining fire through sharing of the Word;
Sins disappear to the East or the West, sins removed like dark clouds.
From time to time I list phrases from the Scripture like the ones above where God has stepped into the lives of believers just so I will learn to see with spiritual eyes, instead of eyes which see only the material world.

In all of this, the Light of the glorious gospel of God is seen in the face of Jesus. Ask Him for eyes to see. Ask to experience His presence.

When we meditate on His work through these “empty peanut butter jars” perhaps we will begin to comprehend the greatness of His work. We are nothing. John expressed it this way:


I am unworthy to untie His shoes



He must increase, I must decrease.
Did I answer the questions? Maybe not, but at least this is a start. I have experienced the presence of Jesus in some of the studies and have seen Him intervene into history in unusual ways. I am privileged to watch believers transformed and overcome with the presence of Jesus.

Lord, keep us sensitive to your presence and use our humble efforts to shine the Light brightly!

RMM-DRS
Presence of Jesus

