On The Edge

In the mid 80's we met a couple who had a long history of mission work in New Guinea - close enough and can't spell the other country. They spent 15 years establishing church's in the remote places of the country. They lived on the edge. He trekked into some of the most remote country of the world.

 

Gary and Johanna Fowler are believers who have walked with Christ in the most remote of areas in allegiance to Christ's call for service. Some of the stories are spine chilling and others are more humorous - man humor.

 

To walk with Christ demands a narrow focus. To serve Christ with whole heart is the ultimate in risk and sacrificial service and cost. Christ lays out the cost on a gentle walk across the country side. He lays out for the disciples the highest form of sacrifice and service a person can make. 

 

He made it clear, "the birds have nests, the foxes have holes, the son of man has nowhere to lay his head and putting your hand to the plow and turning back is not worthy of the kingdom of God."

 

Some have lived the sacrifice and understood in a few moments the cost would be "that I may know Him and the power of the resurrection, the fellowship of His sufferings while being conformed to His death." "I implore you to present your bodies a living sacrifice.' 

 

As a man I thrive on motion, adventure, some risk and serious challenge. The verses above are Truths from God which resonate in the heart of men. These grab the mind and consequently the spirit and heart.

 

Abandonment of self is the most difficult and challenging action of God to Man. Solomon grasped the challenge clearly, "he who conquers his spirit is stronger than he who conquers a strong walled city." It's not about how much power a man has, it's about the strength of character when the going heats up and the price is out of reach.

 

Building a bond of friendship with a brother comes during times of great stress. Friendships are not antiseptic. We see the good, the bad, and the ugly in our friendships. It takes men who walk in a covenant relationship with God to continue to go back a build those messed up times. Living on the edge is no more difficult than the times when a man faces his brother to rebuild that which was broken.

 

Last month I faced a seriously distressing situation in my life. As a man there is a quality in me which enables me to walk away from certain people - friend or foe, believer or unbeliever (I know, that's not the Christian spirit). But nevertheless I am able to do it and over time never look back.

 

As I faced the inner eruption of strongly aggressive antagonism, I came back to the principles of Scripture and faced my inner repulsive thoughts. As one who wants to walk with Christ and honor His name, I yielded to His Truth. Rebuild, Confess, Restore, and Honor the covenant of the Father and the Son which brought you into Life. 

 

When I sat quietly before Christ and asked the course for me in this distress, I found incredible peace. I found a sense of mission and direction from the Scripture and wisdom through the counsel of some brothers. The mess isn't over but the course is clear. The walk through this will be a bit longer and the challenges seem to me daunting, but Christ has made clear - "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me." "If I ask anything in His Name, He will do it, that the Father in heaven may be glorified."

 

I am thankful for the presence of Christ in the good times and the difficult times. 

 

A life with Christ is never dull and never boring. It has the highest challenges of life and the most rewarding friendship available to men. Challenging, stirring, riveting is the call of God in Christ to walk on and aim for the prize of the high calling of Christ in God and to count all of the past (the good things - the achievements of my life) as loss for Christ.
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