Words which create a Response in Men
(giving an account of every word(
(words express what is in man(
This list is random. The words have not put in any specific order. Respond from the gut. Which words grab you as words which are important to you and catch your attention as a man? The source of this list is from interaction for a year with men who have dropped out of a local assembly. It comes from men who for one reason or another are not greatly interested in attending a local assembly. (Notice, I have not used the word “church” – just to get out of the rut of using the same vocabulary all the time)
Dig deep. Think hard. Cogitate. Mull over. Get with it.

Which words are associated with the more directly feminine and words which you would not speak to another man in any of the setting you find yourself during day. I was put onto this idea in the early 1980’s. Early in my first full time ministry, I started changing the vocabulary I used to describe being “saved” and what it meant to walk with Christ. 
My fascination with words began when I was in grade school and we didn’t have much money as a family. I read a dictionary many times just for fun to learn new words. This fascination continued into Seminary with language studies and then into the pastorate with bible studies in the original. 

During many years of talking with Jewish friends I had to change the vocabulary of Christianity to use the language which would not make them cringe – out of a cultural, historical setting for their people. 

During the last 15 years and last year reading book about why men hate going to church, I have finally created a way to lead men into a discussion about words and the use of words in our Christian walk with Christ.

Three factors shape this study: 


1. The concept of Inerrancy. Words are essential to specific meaning and they each carry certain specific impressions or persuasions with them. We could not function as a society if words did not carry specific meanings.


2. Jesus made is crystal clear that the words we speak not only reveal our heart and mind but we shall give account for every word we speak.  Ouch! II Corinthians 10/1-5 is brilliantly clear that we should bring every thought into captivity and cast down thoughts which are against Christ.

3. Look at Proverbs 15/23   15/28   16/21, 23 – you will be amazed at the directness of Solomon in communicating ideas and gaining a following

Most men and women know how central to navigating disagreement in a marriage really is, so one of the key ingredients is to be articulate and kind at the same time. So, chose words carefully.

Your response to the following could be that they are acceptable words; the cringe factor; woman words or just plain neutral.  In your mind assign these words to a man or to yourself in an imaginary conversation. Then check your response. How would I react? How would he react?

Mark the words: AV - avoid / CR - cringe / FEM - feminine / MAS - masculine / RE - react

NE - neutral / POS - positive / NEG - negative /IN - infuriate

Purpose
1. To find from men what words and concepts grab their spirit and mind,
2. To stir in us as men the awareness of what we think and how we respond,
3. To create in us a spirit “the glory of God is to hide a matter, the glory of man is to search it 

out,
4. This project flows out of a long study of Genesis 1-3: MIHI – Made In His Image.
Adventure

Project 

Task


Job

Weakling

Weakness

Wimp


Winner

Work


Mentor


Train


Novice

Wuss


Quitter


Emotional

Crying

Weeping

Whining

Vision


Join

Risk


Journey

Mystery

Challenge

Moved


Feminine

Submissive 

Humble

Share


Hold Hands

Hug


Kindness

Compassion

Reward

Award


Champion

Compete

Competitive

Dominate

Win

Lose


Compassion

Slap


Hit

Power


Authority

Submission

Submit

Sacrifice

Honor 


Code


Brilliance



Succeed

Finish


Superior

Team

Masculine

Girlie


Shop


Tender

Nice


Grit


Guts


Excellence

Banter


Chat 


Talk


Right



Wrong


Maybe


Black 


White

Grey


Aloneness

Isolation

Companionship

Brotherhood

Fraternity

Sorority

Magnificence

Majesty

Wonder

Splendor

Awe

Coward

Grieve


Justice


Mercy

Manly


Failure


Fear


Burden
Painful


Sorrow


Magnificence

Beautiful

Brothers 

Sisters

Make a list of words which create a cringe when you hear them. These words (not swear / gutter words) are words used frequently or regularly by others in conversation - Words which men do not use with each other.

Make a list of words which grab the attention of men when they hear them; Words which arrest their attention; Words which stir deeply or resonate within your spirit as a man and create a response to (do something about it.(
RMM - DRS
Man Words
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