MIHI

Made In His Image
There is a great movement of God among men who long to see Biblical Christianity flourish with a strong masculine emphasis.

Recently there has been a series of books about the (Feminization of the American Male( and the (Feminization of the Church.(  For eight months I have been reading and cogitating on the masculine image which God stamped into the Male of the species. 

See website under Articles / Internet. SEE www.reachingmenministries.com
As a new believer (1956) I was mentored by men who served and sacrificed during WWII. These men led the charge for Christ in our local church and us as young men were attracted to the message of the Gospel. Most of us never considered whether or not the Gospel was feminine in makeup or was masculine in makeup.

Christ was held up as the living God. Men and women publicly claimed allegiance to the One who is King of Kings. Christ(s call to (us( was a clear clarion call of strength, challenge, worth all we had to give. The walk of faith was a walk which required more energy and ability than the natural man was/is able to muster. I Corinthians 2/13-15

In our local assembly in Bremerton, both men and women flourished under the teaching and preaching of the Word. There was an outpouring of the Spirit which in His work transformed our lives by the presence of Jesus Christ.

In the past 20 years 1980's - 2000 there has been much drift toward the (feminine side.( The statistics concerning the Church as a whole seem to bear out the truth of the (Feminization of the church.( Making considerations for certain social and community makeup, the women far outnumber the men in church attendance.

The Feminization of the Church is emerging as a buzz word among evangelicals. The impact of this concept is that the men of the church are not as motivated to participate as they once were. The words which catch the hearing of men and grab their minds is no longer used. The words which are being used are words which appeal to women. 

The ratio of men to women in the service of the church is an interesting number. Ask most leadership about the male to female leadership in all areas of service and the result will catch your attention. Men many times are asked to be involved in the material part of making the church work. Men do the physical labor, clean up, help in class room and participate at times in teams which are commissioned with developing ministries.

In my research concerning the differences between the genders psychologically, emotionally, neurologically and physically, I am finding the literature supports the Biblical view that there is major difference between male and female. This is a true truth which Bible Believers have always believed.

On an educational and emotional level, the research supports differences between male learning female learning. Recently while researching the WEB for differences between male and female genders were the findings in study and analysis by Social Progressives since 2000AD.

The research is fascinating and is beginning to support biblically created differences 

between male and female. What is unique in the findings of natural world studies - non faith-based researchers - is that the truth of differences in males and females is being upheld. It is fascinating to read about the findings and notice the drift back to created differences. The source of the differences in the studies is attributed to sociological, evolutionary changes. This is a great source of communication for believers who are communicating Intelligent Design.

During the winter of 2007 a media documentary of Ultimate Fighting among men explored the reasons for the growth and popularity of the sport. In the documentary, one of the persons interviewed responded to the question: (Why the resurgence of the Ultimate Fighting venue and the incredible upsurge of interest?( His answer was that the American Male has been feminized and trivialized as Made In His Image ( MIHI. (Made in His Image - MIHI < my addition to his comments).

For the last 15 years I have been aware of the image of masculine spirituality generally accepted within our circles of faith (Historic, Orthodox Christianity). In my opinion and observation, it seems that the man who is considered spiritual is quiet, gentle, humble, patient, compassionate, deferring, peaceful, untroubled, and composed. These qualities are excellent but do not describe the personalities of the men who possess them.

On the other hand a man who is strong, direct, aggressive, succinct, no nonsense, courageous, protective, justifiably angry and achievement oriented is not considered to be as godly as the man who is described in the paragraph above. Without a deliberate attempt, there is often a disconnect between personality and spirituality. On the other hand, there is an inadvertent connection of the gentle spirited man - genetically - and the spiritual profile of a man generally held in the Church.

It is interesting that in the discussion of spirituality, the personality characteristics of an individual man are rarely taken into consideration. Spirituality fits the character of any man who desires to walk with Christ. Spiritual depth is a quality which comes from years of walking with Christ and allowing the Spirit in the presence of Christ to transform the man.

Transformation takes place on the inside and the work of the Spirit follows to bring man to (corral( his spirit and walk in wisdom. Excesses of personality are curtailed by the Spirit and friendship with the Person of Christ. He brings a man into submission to the character of God which directs the man in his walk toward maturity.

From time to time, while sitting in a coffee shop, men facetiously speak of the feminine side of men needing to be let out. We as men banter about this and almost always there is the response of a sly look or some wise crack, both of which mock the concept.

So, in response to the Feminization of the American Male during the last 15 years of the 20th century, this article is the beginning of the Biblical View of Man who is made in His Image and the impact of the fall. MIHI - Made In His Image.

Genesis 1: God(s Creative Design of the Universe and the Earth

When God designed the universe and then created the earth to be inhabited by man He did so to express His creative nature. Roman(s 1/18-19 make clear God(s expression of  His character in the material world. One of the internal drives of God is to express His character. His character revealed so man is able to see it or understand it is what man calls His glory.

God(s delight in creation is found in the magnificent design and diversity found on the earth and in the invisible world or the internal makeup of the material world. Found within the Psalms are poetic expressions of God stamping His character in the Natural World. As in Psalm 19, God(s personality is intricately involved in the makeup of the cycles and time schedules of the Universe. In these verses, the expressions teach that God is personally involved in the ongoing operations of the Cosmos.

In the natural world God has expressed His character within the creatures of the earth. Throughout the Old Testament characteristics of God are found expressed in the character of animals. God often alters an animal(s natural instincts to accomplish His will while intervening in man(s activities. Animals by themselves are often described in magnificent terms, at times their character is ascribed to men and at times God(s makes changes to their innate makeup.

The donkey which refused to be used in the curse of God(s people balked and then spoke to the wicked prophet. The ravens which scavenge food and are protective and selfish were used to feed Elijah when He fled into the wilderness. The Lion with its magnificence is a picture of the majesty and power of the returning Messiah to liberate Israel and set up the millennial kingdom.

Genesis 2: God creates Man In His Image - MIHI

When God had finished creating the material world and the animal world, He decided in the Plurality of His majesty to create man to be MIHI. His creative design embodied His wisdom and His Godhead ( Romans 1/18-19, Genesis 1 & 2.

After creating man in His Image, He expressed a startling concept, (it is not good for man to be alone.( God(s continuing plan was to create the woman to exactly complement what was lacking in Adam. Aloneness is the condition of man in the early stages of Creation. When God expressed the concept of aloneness ((it is not good for man to be alone), His plan was to (exactly design woman( to meet that which was lacking in man as an independent creature.  The woman made the completeness. The woman was called Eve because she is the mother of all human beings.

In a light vein it could be said that Adam made an exclamatory statement. First, the Hebrew for man is (ish( and the Hebrew for woman is (ish-ah.( The exclamatory sentence could be expressed this way, (this is (ish ( ahhh( or (wow-man.( The plan of God was to bring the woman to the man so that there would be great delight in their relationship.

The woman and man were created by God to be joined together in unity. There are several ingredients which make this (created union( called marriage. 

First the Creative Design resulted in the differences between genders ( Psalm 139 & Genesis 2. The differences were created to bring strength to each person and then to fulfill the other. 

Second, the decision to create is a Covenant made by God, or (Plural of Majesty.( Since men and women are created by God and brought together in union of the persons, the relationship is uniquely spiritual. Because God made the union as an expression of His creative power, the union becomes a covenant between the couple and God.

Third, the union is spiritual, social, and physical.  In the text of Genesis 2, these three truths are clearly expressed. God made the relationship to be an expression of His character and as such it is spiritual. God made the woman to be from the side of man to be a union which is lived before the world of men to come - as such it is social. God made the relationship to be exclusive and intended to be intimately romantic.

Fourth the union is separate and independent of all other relationships - Genesis 2, Ephesians 5/22-33. As God revealed in the final revelation of His design for marriage, the relationship is to be independent of all other human relationships. Marriage then is the foundation for all human societies to follow. Accountability for the direction of marriage is specifically before the authority of God.

Fifth, man and woman are bound together by unity and are to live in harmony. This is a relationship of true oneness! When God created woman and gave her to man, he said this is (good.( By this sanction of goodness God was indicating the tenor/spirit of the marriage lived in His presence would be harmonious. As a man and woman walk together in the presence of God for worship and communion, they will experience the delightful attribute of Harmony.

Uniquely, as man and woman are joined in the union of their spirits and bodies, they become a spiritually holy union favored by God. As designed by God, this Union is exquisitely pleasant. His directives for establishing this exquisite union called marriage are foundational. The spiritual, physical union is an internal longing found in all men and women.

The union is first a spiritual union based on the covenant and designed of God. Then it is created to be a companionship of joint desire and purpose (made from his rib). This union is designed to be a unity of inseparable character ( joined as flesh of my flesh and bone of my bones (the very make up of atoms into flesh and blood and bones which result in a  living, breathing human being). A union which is so intimate the Hebrew wording is an expression which makes it invisibly, eternally connected. Then finally, the physical union is the ultimate and outer expression of the spiritual and eternal union.

The physical expression of (naked and not ashamed( is the final expression of the invisible, spiritual union designed by God. Physical union or sex with the marriage partner is the ultimate expression of union. In its deepest sense it is truly a spiritual experience with exquisite human delight.

It sounds weird/strange in our world of sensuality, randy language, and absence of spiritual honor to speak about the marriage bond being Holy in its truest sense. To state that the union of a husband and wife physically is a Holy Union is such a strange concept it is seen as somehow sullying to the character of God. To lose oneself in the intimacy of a spiritual, physical union with a mate is the ultimate of pleasure and ultimate of human devotion.

Enter Brokenness

When discussing and considering Genesis 1-3, it is essential and central to keep the order of the major themes. Chapter 1 is the creation and design of the material world. Chapter 2 is the creation and design of Man and Woman as unique and interdependent. Chapter 3 is the entrance of the Fall.

The order is as follows: Creation of the material world; Design of Man and Woman and finally, the Fall.

To understand the plan of God for man and creation, it is essential to separate the Creation of Man from the Fall. The creation of Man as MIHI is before the Fall and can only be understood in all its splendor and wonder by keeping it separate from the curse of the Fall ( sin, rebellion, independence, aloneness and isolation.

As Adam and Eve were given free reigns in the Garden, they were restricted in only one area. They were restricted by the command of God. They were expected to be obedient to the express and restrictive command of God: (do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.( Any single command would have been sufficient but God made the demand for obedience to be the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

The Serpent, that old evil being called Satan or Lucifer came to the Garden to seduce the woman and bring judgment upon Adam for, hopefully, his rebellion to God. The Serpent(s insidious, malevolent spirit is always to disrupt, deceive and destroy God(s creative design. It is his design to use whatever will begin the descent/drift into disobedience

Satan is not all-knowing, all-powerful or all-present but he forever is opposed to all of God and all which God makes clear to be His directives. The assaults of Satan are generally designed to begin the consideration of an action/motive to choose only a slight bit less than the best which God intends.

Eve was deceived and led astray from the specific command of God by the question, (hath God said(?( The question was crafted by the evil one to question the goodness of God. It was proffered to place a question within Eve(s confidence in God(s providential care. It was placed in her mind to derail her trust in the Creator and her husband(s leadership. It is clear she understood the directive of God.

When she saw the fruit as good, she saw it to be pleasant for her husband. It is the subtle derailing spirit of the Serpent to alter the focus of trust just a bit ( not a lot, only a smidgen, just enough to plant the seeds of doubt in the goodness of God. His plan is for the seeds to grow and sprout into full rebellion, ultimate disharmony and final destruction of God(s gracious provisions.

Eve in her desire to be a helpmeet to Adam was seduced by Satan, the old Serpent, and as a result she enticed Adam to eat of the fruit. (This is good to eat and you will be like God.( Heady, powerful enticement rang seductively into the ears of Adam and sank into his spirit. 

Pursuing why Satan made an (end run( on Adam rather than a direct assault will produce great spiritual understanding of the character of man as MIHI.

He clearly understood the commands of God and was not seduced by the deception of Satan(s words through his helpmeet. He considered the choice, pondered the commands of God, cogitated on the options and made a choice. He decided he would disobey the clear instruction of God (do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil!(
The closeness and the intimacy of Adam to Eve made the request by Eve or proffer of the fruit to be extremely attractive. All he considered is not really known but can only be conjecture.

Adam knew what he was doing. He considered the choices. He decided against God. He decided to rebel, but I will not do it your way. He decided to be independent, but I will do it my way. Romans 5/12ff and Ephesians 2/12ff make clear that Adam made a wilful and deliberate choice.  Ephesians 4/17ff are verses which clearly spell out the spiritual void within the man who does not know Christ

Biblical Description of the Fall
From these passages and Romans 1-3, God delineates the results of the rebellion and independence of man. The Fall of Man in the NT is spelled out to be thorough and complete in its spiritual impact. Man is thoroughly and completely unable to respond to God on His own.

To identify this as inability and not just unwillingness, examine the verbs in the NT when describing the natural man. The verbs, (will not, cannot( are extremely revealing. Man left to himself is unable and will not come to Christ. The spiritual darkness is complete and all pervasive within man.  Romans 5/12-end, Romans 8/1-7, Ephesians 2/12-end, I Corinthians 2/13-15, and Ephesians 4/17-23

The result was that Adam and Eve saw themselves differently. There were no longer purity and holiness with delight and comfort in the human body. Rebellion in the heart of Adam and Eve created a view of life which altered the beauty of God(s creation. There was the immediate entrance of understanding of good and evil with its destructive results. 

Both Adam and Eve were unable to handle the understanding of good and evil. There was no spiritual connection to God to respond in a godly way. Their understanding of Truth, Beauty, and Holiness became corrupted and their response was one of repulsion to all that was good in creation.

Specific Response of Adam and Eve
Adam and Eve fashioned a covering of leaves to hide their nakedness. (We saw our selves and we were naked.( What they saw through the vision of sight was brokenness and rebellion with an independent spirit. Vision filtered by the nature of sin within Man changed the purity of nakedness and the comfort of harmony into a sense of guilt and dissonance.

As God sought them out in the Garden in the cool of the evening, He found them in hiding ( isolation, aloneness. The common times with God which brought such pleasure and communions were no longer pleasant and enjoyable. They hid themselves. Rebellion had sprung in their hearts and the guilt of disobedience altered their lives and the lives of the future human race forever. 

The immediate visible response of personal guilt and its destructive nature is Isolation and Aloneness. The desire of man to fix what went wrong is almost always at first thought, (do it my way.(
As Francis Schaeffer so brilliantly in the metaphor of light and darkness explained the Fall of Man: the light of spiritual vision in the upper story of man(s being went dark. In the NT the image of darkness is carried forward to communicate the complete and utter lostness of Man. In contrast, God(s message lived out by the life, death and resurrection are expressed in many passages as Light. John begins his message of Christ as Savior and Lord with the expression of Christ being Light - John 1/1-14.

As God queried them, they shifted the blame, (the serpent (,( (the woman (,( ( these are the result  of Man(s disconnect. They rejected personal responsibility. They deflected the probing questions of God into their spirits by shifting the focus to another person. They knew things were different and the guilt of disobedience was driving them into isolation from God and eventually out of the garden.

Under the direct questioning from God this couple began to blame. Blame and (fixing it my way( is the first response of a guilty spirit. They avoided personal responsibility for their actions. Adam designed a solution by (fixing it my way,( which was to make a covering of leaves. He walked away from communion with God and of seeking God for a solution to the new condition of spiritual darkness.

God in His graciousness and providential care undertook to remedy the brokenness which had entered into Adam and Eve. He took an animal, slew it, skinned it and made a coat for a covering to cover their nakedness. The provision of God was to restore Adam and Eve to a relationship of communion with Himself. God was introducing the need of Man for a sacrifice as substitute in order to bring Adam and Eve into fellowship with Himself.

The restoration of Man to fellowship with God had to be instituted by God Himself. The restoration was initiated by God. The restoration of man to God was worked by God Himself. The death of the animal was the work of God. The final design of physical covering was made by God and is spiritually expressed in II Cor 5/21 - (...made Him to be sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.(
God was establishing the foundational principle of Substitution through Sacrifice. He could have left the leaves for a covering but they did not provide a covering through Representative Sacrifice. Death, both physically and spiritually for rebellion is the requirement of Eternal God. The Substitute in its death receives the Wrath and Judgment of God. By delivering the covering to Adam and Eve, God was expressing His satisfaction with the death of the Substitute. His outrage and His justice are satisfied in the death of the Substitute.

Four passages of the NT capture the Wrath of God for sin - Romans 3/23-26, Hebrews 2/14-18, I John 2/1-2, I John 4/8-12. God as outraged in character by the breaking of His commands must express all He is. The word, (Propitiation( (see Packer, Knowing God, - the heart of the Gospel), captures God(s full satisfaction with the death of Jesus Christ. These four passages as expressed in Packer(s book are brilliant.

When these truths of satisfaction are clearly understood, and spiritually engraved on the heart of the believer, they are liberating. They release man  from the guilt of sin, the grief of personal moral failure, the sense of inadequacy, a belief of living under the displeasure of God and the fear of death with its attendant torment.

God knew the brokenness of Adam and Eve would eventually distort the beauty of Creative Design. First the death of the animal was an expression of man(s need for a substitute for his rebellion under the judgment to come. Second, to restore communion with God who is Holy and now Unapproachable, there needed to be a penalty attached to the rebellion of man which now could only be satisfied by the death of a substitute. Third, the death of the sacrifice provides a covering for the physical nakedness misunderstood by the brokenness of rebellion. The repulsion to physical nakedness is a picture of the internal spiritual brokenness of man.

God created a means for communion and wholeness. The brokenness brought by the rebellion and independence of man could only be healed by the provision of God. The physical covering made a clear expression of an internal cleansing by Sacrifice. In the NT a person must choose to believe in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as sufficient for sin: that God was satisfied with the death of Christ for sin forever; that a person must accept for himself the death as sufficient for personal sin both now and forever without hope in work, or hope in man to gain merit.

There is always a final accounting for rebellion to God. God came into the space of Adam and Eve, and sought them out. Then He made an offering of skins for their rebellion which provided restored fellowship. Finally, as a result of their rebellion, the penalty promised in the command, He imposed a penalty upon them. Man must choose to receive this gracious and free but extremely costly gift. The benefits are communion with God, now and forever; forgiveness of sins, now and forever; and removal of the penalty of eternal death in the Lake of Fire.

Choosing to reject the free gift leave(s man to abide under the wrath of God - John 3/36. The spiritual light in this man is out.  Darkness is all pervasive. The penalty in this life is coming short of the great plan of God for man in expressing the full character of God in a mature way. And finally the ultimate penalty of rejecting the message is to receive the judgment of Eternal Hell.

Two Views of Adams Sin
God placed before the Garden a flame of fire. There are two views of the fire before the entrance to the garden. The first and most common are that the entrance was guarded to allow Adam and Eve to enter only on certain conditions of being covered and in right fellowship with God.

The penalty imposed out of the warning became an immediate spiritual darkness which can only be made spiritual light by the death of a substitute. The spiritual darkness is expressed in the phrase, (the nature of sin.( The first result of rebellion to God was spiritual death - separation from God for fellowship and communion. The second result of Adam(s rebellion is physical death. Spiritual and physical death are passed on to all Adam(s  offspring - all of mankind

The second view is that the entrance was protected in such a way as to prevent Adam and Eve from ever entering into that sacred area again. This view is supported by Adam and Eve (I Tim 2/13-16) never being mentioned again in Scripture in a favorable light. Adam is the one who damned the Race and it is Christ the Second Adam who sets us free from the curse.

Adam and Eve received the sentence of the final judgment from God in this life. They were to be on the earth: Adam was to rule the earth and work the ground; Eve was to bear children and her desire was to be for her husband. 

This judgment and subsequent offer from God were specifically structured to bring Man into a Restored but not perfect relationship. Man MIHI finds walking with God to be the great challenge in this life for learning God(s instructions for harmony ( not just unity ( and delight in spiritual union. In a true sense this is a stewardship of Man(s  created character and is to be a learning time of gaining attributes which prepare them for a walk with God in His favor.

It is clear from Genesis 4 that Adam understood the directive of God for sacrifice and substitution as the basis to enter fellowship with Him. He evidently taught his sons the principles of sacrifice and substitution for fellowship. Cain carried the spirit of rebellion received from his father into full-blown hatred resulting in the murder of his brother (I John 3). 

After the murder of Abel, Cain(s spirit receded into isolation, denial, and arrogance. His insolence caused a question from God to be the probe which would uncover his own inner defiance of what is proper: the care, the interest, the enjoyment of and the care of his brother; (am I my brother(s keeper?(
The Creative Design of Man - MIHI.  The books by Francis Schaeffer, How Shall We Then Life and The Mark of a Christian is Love, bring a historical perspective of  these truths into visible reality. As believers walk with God and are governed by the principles of spirituality they/we become an influence for Christ as Light and Salt.

1. Man abilities to live for God as an expression of His glory, can be damaged by independence and rebellion.

2. Nakedness is a driving force in man but spiritual covering shields him from corruption.

3. Man is obligated to take responsibility for his own decisions.

4. Man is made to be transparent with God and others.  Brokenness creates openness driven by guilt. Accountability and Responsibility.

5. Man is responsible for teaching his offspring the need for sacrifice and substitution. Man is also responsible for leaving a godly heritage as the spiritual head of family.

6. Man is made to rest and have communion with God, regularly.

7. Man is expected to be accountable and to speak clearly, directly under the questioning of God. Honesty and Transparency.

8. Man is competitive by nature ( to rule < he will be caught in tension with other men. Authority, Control and Protective.

The Options: Brokenness or Wholeness
The Nature of Sin or The Brokenness of Man is the driving force which mars and brings defects, spiritually, into all which man does and who he is. This spiritual inability to have fellowship with God has two results for Man(s character as MIHI: 1) corruption of the proper use of his foundational attributes; 2) refusal or inability to learn attributes which lead to lifestyle of maturity or wisdom.

Returning to a Life of being MIHI ( to become a mature man who is truly a reflection of God(s creative design is the journey which God places before all men. Those who understand the foundational principles of Sacrifice and Substitution can embark on a journey to wholeness and to a clear expression of His Image which is stamped into the being of Man but marred by brokenness.

To become a man(s man and not be a (girly man( requires a life journey which few are willing to travel. Some who begin the journey of climbing this high mountain with the hope of enjoying the great vistas of God(s grandeur which are stamped into Creation through Intelligent Design, loose heart and enter a cave of rest on the climb and then never return to the narrow trail leading to the mountain top and vistas of grandeur.

Some, who get above the tree line and see the beauty of the mountains( grandeur decide the final assault is too risky and too steep ( there is simply too much to loose in continuing the climb, so they sit down on the trail and give up. Others cannot help ( there is delight in traveling this part of the climb with others but the foundational principle must be clearly understood; Proverbs 9/ ( (if your are righteous you are righteous for yourself, if you scoff you alone shall bear it.(
John teaches in John 14, experiencing the abiding presence of God and the Son is only by obedience and abiding deeply in His presence. In John 13, the world will know we are disciples if we walk with Him and live as He lived and now lives in us ( Phil 3/21; to be transformed (. and conform ( by the power of the resurrection.

On the other hand, a choice to work hard and (do it my way,( or (I won(t do it your way( results in marks of brokenness which are visible to the one who is willing to look. Proverbs teaches the principle this way, (it is the glory of God to hide a matter, and it is the honor/glory of kings to search out the matter( and (what man knows the spirit of man except the spirit of man which is in him, even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God which gives to all men freely.( I Corinthians 2/13-15.

Only through the directives expressed in Scripture as standards for living can Man arrive at a full expression of what it means to be MIHI. Restoration to the Image of God in Man is begun by the acceptance of the sacrifice.

Solomon took his son to the city and showed him the expressions of rebellion and corruption. He exposed his son to the fools, simpletons, sluggards and gluttons. He used clever sayings called proverbs to pique his son(s interest in learning principles of wisdom ( skill in living life as a master craftsman.

The truth of walking with God as a wise man takes time and searching into Life and Truth. The Proverbs are written to convey to the one searching, truth about wisdom and developing skill to become one who presents to God a heart of wisdom. Psalm 90/10-12, Proverbs 24/3-4.

Proverbs reveals the character of men who will not submit to the principles of growing in wisdom, or just the opposite; a man willing to search into the character of God to develop wisdom for living.  A careful browsing of the Scripture opens for the curious eye truths of action which allow man to attain a heart of wisdom to place before the Throne ( Psalm 90/10-12.

It is the promise of God to reveal His character and the character of Wisdom - Proverbs 8/17: (Those who seek me early shall find me.( It is the glory of man to seek God in knowledge, understanding and wisdom. Proverbs 24/3-4.

The choice to walk the (narrow road which leads to life( results in a growing depth of character and attaining attributes which bring in this life, respect and honor from other men; and in the life to come to hear the words, (enter into my rest, you good and faithful servant.(
Growth to a Mature Man, Godly Man: Restoration to being MIHI.
This journey of personal character lived out in a man(s life begins with a desire to know God. This is expressed in Proverbs 8, that to seek Him early is to walk into a life pursuit which ends in knowing Him. Romans 1.

Finding God to become an expression of His character as MIHI in the OT, requires a dedication and submission to the directives which He has expressed. Maturity in the OT is a walk of faith to be obedience to the Law, the Sacrificial System, Levitical Priesthood and joining the community of faith. 

Maturity is looking to God in faith to give strength and wisdom in living life. It is found in the revelation of God(s character and in His directives and in the testimonies of His people as found in the OT.

Restoration to Manhood as a Godly Man or as a Man of Faith walking with God is found in the book of Psalms. David expresses his personal thoughts and inner concerns to God in an intimate and revealing manner. The Psalms contain much of the devotional spirit needed to become a Man who walks with God. Psalm 19/7-12

Restoration to Manhood as a Godly Man as designed by God found in the NT are words spoken directly and pointedly by Christ to the Disciples. These men were mentored by Christ from a ragtag group of followers into a committed ban of brothers who turned the world upside down. 

The Words of Christ were most poignant to them and found soil in their spirits to sprout into a depth of walk and a life time commitment to walk as He had commissioned them to walk. In the rest of the letters of the NT, there are concepts of the spiritual walk which are the foundation and the process to becoming a man(s man and a godly man of God.

The article From Here To There is the process which Christ used to build into them the life transforming truth of His presence and how a love relationship to Him would change their thinking and their lives.

Restoration to a Man MIHI, begins in the sacrifice of a substitute and then is a life time of walking with God in Christ by faith and exercise of His directive found in Scripture.
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