Marriage and Christ’s Love for the Church 

Ephesians 5/22-33
In a conversation with a younger believer, he was amazed that a marriage of 40+ years could grow in friendship and romance. The principles found in this text and in the life of Christ, when followed in a spirit of obedience to Christ, create a marriage which can weather great storms of difficulty and which grows deeply in a love relationship.

This passage is the foundation of absolutes which make a marriage grow in vitality, beauty, splendor, passion and friendship. In the life of Christ are found truths which guide a believer into a great marriage. They will also guide a couple out of chaos into stability and romance.

Read the text three times then write 10 observations from the text after reading. These questions are designed to be only the beginning of understanding God’s blue print for marriage. Over time you will discover more truths from the passage than at your first reading and study.
This study is to begin the thinking process and to create discussion. For those desiring to look at the text in a personal bible study or in a study group see the study – God’s Blue Print for Marriage. 
As a man thinks in his heart, so is he – Solomon in Proverbs. This is the beginning of a thinking process which will lead to a life change through a change in the spirit.

1. What is the husband’s responsibility towards his wife? Find 5 responsibilities.
2. How does Christ model leadership in this passage? Explain.
2.1 – Does the word “responsibilities” do justice for the husband in what God has given Him to do as the Head? Modeling the life of Christ, what does “head” mean?
3. Identify 3 goals of the husband for his wife. Explain these three goals.

4. How many verses in the passage? What is the ratio of verses to husband and to wife?  Explain the significance of your finding.

5. What does the word “submission” mean? Use a good Bible Dictionary. What is the source of the word? What are the implications for the wife?

5.1 – List at least 10 actions of “followship - ::grins::” - found in the life of the New Testament Church which apply to the wife in her responsibilities.

 
How will the husband liberate his wife to accomplish these? Think long about this one, it is 
not obvious!


What choices must the wife make in accomplishing these standards of God?

6. In the life of Christ in this passage and what you know of His life in the Gospels, list 10 principles of leadership for the husband in attaining the goals of “without wrinkle or spot.”

7.  What lessons can you glean from I Corinthians 15 when Christ hands all things over to the Father at the end of time? How do these lessons apply to the Husband’s leadership for his family? Explore the dynamics of this profound principle for the Christian Husband.
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