Reaching Men Ministries

Annual Report 2007

Throughout the year the Lord has made me aware of the need to pray more for those with whom I work. Victory over the forces of darkness comes not in more energy in the work but time with the Lord in meditation and in prayer. Ephesians 6/10-18
Establishing a website. This has been a great source of input for others who have used it to reference articles and links for their personal walk with Christ. The website has been a great source of stirring interaction from those who have questions about spiritual or theological truths. I receive input on corrections and improvements for which I am thankful.
Through the site I have made contact with several men and women who have sent emails for spiritual direction. I am thankful for electronic communication. I never cease to be amazed at God’s work in our lives and the variety of means He uses to accomplish His will.

Mentoring.  Heading into the final stage of my life, 65 plus, I am more aware of the need to leave a lasting legacy through mentoring young believers and other men who are seeking to walk closer to Christ. Throughout the year men have been attracted men to various events and through these events, contacts have been made for spiritual growth.

The Lord has allowed me to mentor 13 men. The average for mentoring men is 6 ( months each. This is a great challenge for me in ministry. It keeps me alive mentally and spiritually.

Outreach. This has been a passion of mine since I was converted. Each week I have numerous opportunities to speak about the Light. These are usually in a public setting at a frequent watering hole. 

Each week during the year I have opened the gym where Joanne and I worship. Each week I wait to see God’s work. During the months of January - May and September - December we had 20-30 come regularly for exercise and intense basketball.  We open with prayer and each week we have a devotional about Christ and making choices which result in changed lives.

Toru has been a faithful brother and is partner with me in making this happen. The Lord gave several unique breakthroughs in the Spirit during the year. Most of the year, including the summer was spent building trust to gain a hearing. We have kept the gym open despite some times of aggressive interchange. Our commitment is to live Christ before these men. We ask Him to transform how they live. Ephesians 3/20-21
In January one of the men received Christ and I had the privilege of baptizing him in the church we attend. He is walking with the Lord and is learning to trust Christ in the midst of the storm. He came to our church as almost homeless. His new wife has also received the Lord. He is no longer on the street and has joined the military. God is good to us.

Horse Stuff. The herd has remained at 6. God has used them to build relationships with men which have turned into deep friendships. Our annual trip to Bald Mountain can be seen on the website. This is growing each year and is great source of informal, in-depth conversations which are a result of (From Here to There.(  See www.reachingmenministries.com/articles.aspx  click on Archive Pictures, then click picasa – this will lead you to 1000 pictures from the last year - mostly.
We sponsored a Father Son Campout at Bumping River in Eastern Washington for the church we attend.  This was an expression of why God has called men to “come to Jerusalem three times a year.” The great interchange among men was spontaneous and the young boys almost squealed in delight.

The Lord continues to use our horse interest in opening doors for conversations about spiritual truth, social issues, and outreach into the lives of believers and unbelievers. 

One man spoke about a trip being the most significant time in the life of his 9 year old son during the previous several years and was the place of rekindling his spiritual passion.

Dynamic Interaction. Time discussing with men ideas and issues of deep personal spiritual interest. Sometimes quietly, at times intensely, always thoughtfully, continuously friendly and these conversations bring us into the presence of Jesus Christ. There were 29 men involved in dynamic interaction throughout the year.

Go to the website and read under Articles of Encouragement, this article. I have been deeply moved in watching God ignite the hearts of men while engaged in “dynamic interaction.”

Speaking. There were 32 speaking times during the year concerning Biblical Truth. The basketball time was a time to present spiritual truth. I spoke ( the time and Toru spoke the other ( which amounted to 40 times, with the first 6 weeks just getting them through the door.

Crisis Work. Counsel in times of crisis are the most trying because of the nature of conflict and the depths of destruction. There were 100's of hours invested in gathering information, sorting out legal implications, and discussing church discipline. The nature of these destructive events are very personal to others so, there is not much said in this report about them.

Counsel: Church Leadership. During the year RMM was involved in sorting out disconcerting issues which were likely to disrupt the unity of the Body of Believers. This is an area where I personally have a great interest. In some, our part was small and in others there were dozens of hours. I rarely write about these things because of the personal nature of the content and the location of the Church’s involved. Many of the men who ask questions and seek interaction are men whom I know. Occasionally there is a referral from a brother who knows what I do. 
The Church we attend asked if I would develop a viable and healthy Men(s Ministry. This effort began in June with 4 planning meetings and then has proceeded to establish events to which men can come with a friend. The breakfasts have grown from 8 to 20 since July.

The process of building this ministry is expressed in articles on the website. See “From Here to There”  - under Articles of Encouragement. The process for the first year is to plan events of interest to men and use a non-agenda format to stir interest and create dynamic interaction.
The Twilight Years.  I have been working on goals for my personal pilgrimage and for the Work I will leave behind. This leaves me with sorrow in the shorter time, in years left – the dawning awareness. But it leaves me with a sense of joy at the battle being finished – almost. I hope in II Timothy 4.
My prayer is to finish well. There are days when I drop my head and ask for strength and Grace to walk in mercy before Him. There are also days when I praise Him for what I see as the work of Grace going forward a little better than average in my life. II Timothy 4

Press on with me in a spirit of passion for the magnificent Son who rules on the throne of the Universe and who lives within each of us. Philippians 3/21
Your participation in the ministry of Reaching Men is more than welcome.  Thanks!
RMM – DRS
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