An Elbow In The Ribs

Basketball in the gym on Tuesday nights and Thursday nights is not for the faint of heart. 

I joke about being old and this is not good for us old guys. Being 65 pushing 66, with a 

desire to be as Caleb by the time I hit 85 - the Lord tarrying in my life or in His arrival - is a passion to play hard and reach the lost.

 

Last night with the plodders - us old guys - was fantastic. There were five of us who showed up to play with the old horses not yet out to pasture. Toru who has played some gym ball - mostly called "rat ball" because after a few years we are called gym rats. We just show up for the fun and games on the court and eat the exercise food because it is there. Grim figure, I know.

 

We played for two hours. One of the things we do because it is part of the game-we push 

toward the basket. Toru is bigger than me - I weigh 185 (all muscle) and Toru is 245-all muscle. When he gets the ball, he moves toward the basket, throwing his weight around - actually shoving me out of the way. When he scores or out passes me, he just grins.

 

Occasionally there is an elbow which is the motivator to play harder. He and Phillip (works out every day and is hard as a rock - weighs about 200) - dominated the game last night. They shot from the outside, they out rebounded, and basically they dominated. We got buried three out of four games.

 

The elbow is a motivator. When we were done playing, we collapsed and rested on the platform in the gym. We began to talk about the young men coming on Thursday eve and their need of walking a life which reflects Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that they will walk with Christ, not just mouth the words. 

 

The three of us - Toru, Phillip and I - are dead serious about being an elbow in the side of the men who come on Thursday eve (about 40 different men). Our message is simple and we are committed to making Christ known in all of His glory.

 

Here is the message. First and foremost is to know Christ as Savior without any dependence upon work, religion, church or any man. Secondly, to present Christ as the King and living a life of total sacrifice to His presence is the ultimate call of God for His people and for all mankind.

 

I am asking you to consider praying for the young lads - ::grins:: - who come on Thursday eve. 

1. Pray at least once a week for their salvation and for Christ to rule as King in their lives.

2. Pray that God will pour out His Spirit upon our group and we will see the miraculous work of Jesus Christ in the lives of these guys.

 

I long to see Jesus transform their lives and I long to be part of leaving a lasting legacy of salvation and sacrifice for the glory of Jesus Christ.

 

If you are called by the Spirit in the Name of Jesus to pray with me for these lads, please let me know. 

 

PS - I hope to have their pictures on my website in a week

 

Your brother

Dale

reachmen@reachingmenministries.com
