What God Does Is Glorious

First, let me give a definition of glorious: it is the expression of His character so we see the results of who He is and what He does in life. See Romans 1.
Last weekend, 20 men and 35 boys with a visitor who showed up on Saturday showed up for the Men’s: Father Son Grandson Happening. The time was great with the Lord showing up in quiet ways. The event was a self-contained, no agenda event for men and men with boys. The only request for gathering together was a fireside happening on Friday eve, Saturday eve, and Sunday AM for a time of worship in the presence of the Godhead.

The interest centers were varied but all man stuff: horses to ride, guns being pistols and rifles to shoot, shotgun and clay birds to bust, knives to throw and whittle, tomahawk to throw, bull whip to crack, boats in which to fish, sea-do to ride lickety-split, bikes to ride, walks to the river, rocks to throw, sticks to joust and flashlights to play tag – opps! and fires to play with.
Actions and interests changed during the day. Discipline problems did not exist. As we often say: “they were clothed and in their right minds.”  As we gathered about the fire during the evening, the boys came from everywhere and were peaceful in their spirits.

I have watched this for decades but never with as many in a group. But the Lord did what He always does: bringing men and boys together can be a glorious expression of His person in the lives of men and boys. 

During a Pastoral Conference in 1970, I heard Dr. Howard Hendricks (known affectionately as Prof!) speak about the Book of Mark and he also gave a challenge to study the Book of Mark for its biography of Christ as Mentor/Leader of Men. So I did. The result was a concept of “From Here to There.”

When men and boys are together doing stuff with low or no agenda, the Spirit does a deep work in their spirits. Perhaps this is why God instructs Israel to go up to Jerusalem three times a year. I was not disappointed. God did His work.

The expressions of delight about the trip from the men and some of the boys were affirming to hear. Comments like: “my boys are still talking about the trip,” “we had a terrific time,” “God used the time to rekindle my spiritual life,” “the devotional by Lynn was the highlight for me.”
As I wondered about during the time at Bumping River doing my stuff, I listened and watched. Groups of men changed dynamics as the days and evenings wore on. Some men wandered off to cogitate about stuff or to drink in the beauty of what God has created. As I walked past men in small groups or watched as they stood about the fire, I listened to what I call dynamic interaction and braggadocious communication. At times, boys were just sitting quietly, doing nothing.
Notice the pictures of the trip – www.reachingmen.org  click on slide show - men in clusters talking, father-son/grandfather-grandson, individual men – all these are expressions of God’s dynamic action in Jesus Christ among men. Strong men, men of honor don’t naturally just occur. Godly men who are strong men and young boys who walk with Christ on into manhood are the product of man stuff and men being together. Search Acts: on the day of Pentecost 3000 men came to Christ; Men established the depth of spiritual vitality through the Spirit as they walked with Jesus Christ. Check out the ratios in the average church. 

When men and boys are together like our weekend happening there is a dynamic interaction which is so profound it is almost indescribable. Men sense an irresistible drawing found in these events which draws them irresistibly to manhood and ultimately to seek God found in Jesus Christ. The gathering of men as we experienced is a Universal Principle.
The content of the gathering impacts men more deeply than most mortals understand. God in Christ established this as a central means of igniting the hearts of men to kindle their spirits to become ablaze with passion for Jesus Christ and all he stands for.

Occasionally, a young boy will express a profound Truth. I am always stopped in my thinking as I hear the expression: “I like to sit and listen as you men talk.” Think on this!

Leaving a lasting impact on this generation is about men being men and doing what men do. The statistics of boys dropping out of church when they reach 18-21 is absolutely staggering. And the statistics square with my wanderings around talking to believers who have stopped assembling with other believers. Right out of the Book of Proverbs.

Even a motorcycle accident outside on the road by where we were camping was used by God for work among His people and this “no chance meeting.” Steve was able to provide valuable medical analysis while others of us were providing whatever help was needed. The accident person was from our town. God brought us all together in those few minutes to do a work of Grace in our lives.
The parents of the injured man were believers to whom I had explained the glories of Jesus Christ 20 years ago. God united our spirits about the accident in a moment of time and He provided comfort in a time of their deep pain. One of the young boys of our group requested his dad to pray for them as he came upon the accident. All I can say to the Father Son stuff is, Glorious. Grandfather stuff is where I am at (bad English, great concept) and the truth is the same for grand-dads.
Unite with me in committed action to reach into the lives of your boys, grandsons and other boys of the community to leave a lasting legacy. Sometime the work is painful but the result is deep and lasting rewards. Don’t bail out, Stay engaged. The work is long and the joys are profound. Christ exalted in the life of a boy who becomes a godly man’s man is a wonder to behold – Go for it!
I am no plaster cast saint and I regularly cry out to God to override by abrasive parts and allow the Spirit to exalt Jesus Christ in the lives of my boys. I delight in what I see the Lord doing in their lives. And by the way I am profoundly encouraged as I see your sons and daughters grow deep in Christ and your love to them, founded in His Love.

Thanks for praying for our work and for your interest in what we do. 

Your brother 

Dale

