The Humiliation of Christ

The Rejection and Abuse of Christ

The Torture of Christ 

The Death of Christ
Several years ago Mel Gibson produced a film about the Passion of Christ, The Crucifixion. Many complaints were about the ugliness of the abuse heaped upon Christ. There were objections about the religious leaders of the day.

When in reality we grasp the truth of the New Testament and Old Testament passages, we see His death was brought about by all classes of people and was for all those who would believe in His Person and His Work: Jew, Gentile, Roman, Satan all were involved in bringing His death.

I listened with fascination to the jabber-woks.  This is my description of the talk show folks. They missed the whole impact of the Torture and Death of Christ. Their talk was interesting but shallow. Human eyes and spiritual darkness blind the Natural Man from Christ(s true Person and Work.

I want to give to you the Scripture which speaks of the torture of Christ. The difficulty of reading this with human eyes as a historical record is that we miss the message of the Scripture. Hidden behind the abuse heaped on Christ is a universal message about the nature of Man - personal guilt.

As a new believer, reading the Scripture with spiritual eyes, I very quickly saw the message for me. Being fascinated with the Word, I searched for Truth. As I read the record of the New Testament and the prophecies of the OT concerning Christ, the Spirit drove the Truth into my spirit.

As we read the text, we tend toward seeing it as quite antiseptic. We are removed by several 1000's of years. We are often wrapped up in our material world which jades our vision to the spiritual meaning impact of His Trial and Death.

As you/I read the record, let(s ask the Father to open our spirits to two Truths:

 
1. We, without the restraint of the Spirit are capable of such hideous and vile behavior;

2. We through our personal rebellion and nature of sin, imposed violence upon Christ.

In summary, we as individuals are guilty of the Death of Christ as He took our penalty from the Father. We are responsible as individuals for His death. II Corinthians 5/21 - (for( is a Greek word which means (in our place.( It indicates clearly, the Son is our Substitute - in our place.

There is coming a time when we will bow in His presence because we have walked in His presence or we will bow before Him as the one bringing judgment upon men, sending them into eternity separated from His glorious presence. Philippians 2/5-11, I John 2/28, Revelation 20.

I suspect you think I may be exaggerating.

Read Isaiah 52/12-20 - see God(s view of lostness

Read 52/2-4 - the utter lostness of the people

Read 52/9-12 - deliverance comes from the Servant of Jehovah

Read 53 - ask God to open your spirit to this profound message of (your( redemption

Read Romans 3/10-18 - God(s view of the unregenerate man.

Here are the Scriptures which speak of the awfulness of His Torture and Death. Even writing these things with verses is deeply moving and abhorrent to my human spirit. My human nature wants to avoid these truths and close my spirit to the reality of the details of the Trial and Torture. 

In the spiritual spirit in us, we look into these as a reminder from where we have come.

Genesis 3/15 - His heal will be bruised. He will be wounded deeply.

Psalm 22/11-21 - 

trouble is near - profound distress is coming to me

no one will help me - I am alone, forsaken by all humans and even the Father

Bulls, strong bulls about me - strength of anger and deep resistance is against me

   the roaring of bulls are ominous for terror and unrestrained resistance

Enemies open wide their mouths as a lion to tear me into raw meat and devour me

Poured out like water - my strength is taken in torture

My bones are out of joint - the excruciating torture of joints stretched apart

My heart is melted like wax - the pain of rejection and vileness experienced in ugliness

My strength is dried up - the loss of ability and dignity in the torture - internal horror

My tongue cleaves to my jaw - thirst and days without water create depth of pain

I am in the dust - the suffocating pressure of evil and vile spirit of Man against Holiness

Dogs have surrounded me - unrestrained violence to tear me apart - evil in human form

Band of evil doers about me - those bent on unrestrained opposition and disrespect

They pierced my hands and feet - nails through tendons and ligament to create the      ultimate in prolonged pain and suffocation - for prolonged life in the death process

I can count all my bones - dislocation and emaciation from loss of blood and liquids

   The deepest pain in the human body - increased pain by hanging body weight

They look, stare at me - utter derision, the glazed look of evil at it(s fullest against purity

Divide my garments, cast lots for my cloths - total disrespect for my person and being

Deliver my soul from the sword - intentional annihilation of His life

 
My life from the power of the dog - helplessness in the face of unrestrained viciousness

The Lions mouth - being encompassed and assaulted by total evil

The horns of the wild oxen - Holiness tossed in the throws of evil

Psalm 40

I delight to do your will, in the scroll of the book - I accept this part with a free spirit

Isaiah 50/4-11 - read this full account from Isaiah 53.

I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back - I walked into the horror willingly

I gave my back to those who strike me - 

The whip used on Christ was designed to create pain.

It contained pieces of bone/metal on the end of leather strips to rip the flesh

and shred the flesh to hang in pieces from his rib cage, side and back

plucked the hair from my cheeks - ripped his beard from his face

spit/slime mingled with blood and ooze coursed his cheeks, neck and chest

I have set my face like flint - I set my course to enter the horror for the joy before me

Isaiah 52/13 - 53/12 - The Servant of Jehovah will deliver the people 

          52/13 - he will prosper, be high and lifted up

          52/14 - appearance more marred than any man - brutality and violence unrestrained

                        bludgeoning of the body

                    - his form more than the sons of man - ripped flesh, mutilated body, torn,

           53/3 - he had no form or majesty that we should look upon him

the sight of his body was beyond comprehension - we hid our face

       He was despised, rejected - abandoned, alone, no comfort enduring all the horror of 

evil against the anointed

Mark 14-15. Betrayal and trial of Jesus before the religious leaders.

The scheming, the collusion of Judas, the weakness of disciples all played into leaving Christ without any comfort of the closeness of friends in His Trial and Death: isolation and aloneness first experienced by Adam in Genesis 3 and Romans 5/12-21.

14/32 - 42

Those in whom he had invested great effort were unable to stand with him -

the failure of designated leadership

14/64-65 - the beat him with their fists and spit upon him and would slap him in the face while challenging him to identify the abuser! Jeering, ridicule, caustic words

14/16-21 - hardened, tough soldiers gave no quarter

beating with intense violence, smashing the body with blows of fists and rod

The reed was several inches in diameter - they smashed his body 

they smashed his head

They jammed a thorn of crowns upon him with thorns piercing his skull

They spit upon him with slime of spit and with the ooze of blood flowed down

14/21 - He was spent beyond human endurance and could not walk the distance to Cross

Crucifixion

Designed by the Roman Army as the ultimate in death for traitors to the government

Nails through the flesh and the body held by nails through the ligaments and tendons

A peg in the beam in the middle to keep the body from support - pressing it out onto the

support of feet held in place by nails.

Slowly, arched outwardly from the beam the body sagged and eventually stretched the 

ligaments and wrenched the bones out of joint

The condition of His body and the torture and the abuse drained the life out of Him.

The Finality of Death. It is finished was His cry: Taking the penalty of the Father;  Meeting the demands of Holy God for the sins of Men; Satisfaction in the Judgment Seat where the Judge imposed the penalty and accepted the penalty exacted. 

On Sunday morning He declared through Resurrection the work of Redemption was finished. And we are eternally grateful. We are deeply moved by the horror of abuse by Man, of which (I( am personally guilty. 

Christ is the Substitute. He is our Substitute.  He met the demands of Holy God. He provided the Satisfaction for our Sins. He received the Wrath of the Father for Sin. He delivered His soul to death in our place. He hung between heaven and Hell, stripped naked, beaten beyond recognition to set us free from Sin and Death and Hell.

Hallelujah - Eternal love, in the midst of Horror and Evil at it(s worst.

Tonight, let(s celebrate in a true sense, by allowing the immensity of His Death to sink into our being. Ask together with me for a manifestation of His presence in the meditation time with other believers. Quietly sit in contemplation, mulling over the profundity of His Work for us.

He has gone into the world to look for those He might redeem. He took us to the bar of justice and paid the price in our place. He has set us free from the penalty by paying the price fo the penalty. He has not only set us free but has set us free (through and through.( 

He has set us free in a way in which we will never again enter into another transaction of being purchased from sin and set free. Romans 3/23-26.

His death is as good as His character; He is Holy; He is Eternal; He is Just. Being God in flesh and going through Judgment, Death and Resurrection he meets the demands: Perfection of Holiness to satisfy the Perfection of Holiness in Penalty by the Judge; Eternal Separation by His eternity as.  He passed through death; as Just in Justice He offers.  Himself as the just sacrifice to satisfy the Justice of the Judge; In Resurrection He settle for all time and eternity - my death is Sufficient and Efficient for all who believe.

Complete and Final and Eternal! We enter into eternal fellowship and become members of the family, never to be cast out and never to be lost by Him. Romans 8 and John 10/28-29.

Celebrate and meditate upon, His Person. Glory in, revel in, exult in His grace and presence in us.
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