The High Call of God 
Philippians 3/5-14
During my quiet time in the past 2 months in the winter of ‘08’, as I did not have a specific idea to pursue, I began to put pen to paper with ideas about which to write. The central idea which has surfaced again and again, during the quiet times has been: The High Call of God  in Christ Jesus found in Philippians 3.
I have created the following lists 15 to 30 times, sometime refining the lists and then other times, expanding the lists to make them more inclusive of a greater variety. I enclose the lists for you to read for spiritual motivation.

There are two lists to read and to which you/I can add our own sayings in verses. And then as an outflow of the lists some thoughts to provoke introspection.
The first list contains phrases which are often used in our common culture to motivate people to greatness or at least greater effort in what they do. There is no specific order to the list. The phrases are designed to bring motivation to men to achieve upwardly, toward excellence.

Many of the phrases tap into a concept of spiritual truth which God has imprinted in Man  and which when understood in meaning, bring a deep motivation. But even in the motivation which is driven by internal, human commitment, there is not necessarily a personal relationship to the Creator through Jesus Christ. 
Personal commitment to Jesus Christ is central to moving beyond internal, human drive to achieve excellence and to leave a lasting legacy. Moving beyond the human, internal drive to achieve excellence and  moving into spiritual, internal drive in order to arrive at the Award Stand – II Corinthians 5/10 – requires a serious daily throne room check and a “taking up the cross …”.
The second list contains scripture passages where Christ raises the bar for believers to  be (deadly serious( about their faith and the disciplines of the Christian life. And these are central to the thinking of other believers who walked together through the 1960(s as vocal believers and were known as a Radical Christians. And through the centuries are scripture passages which have been the deep motivation for believers to ‘live on the edge!’
 “The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of collections are like well driven nails: they are given by one Shepherd.” Ecclesiates 12
I. Motivators from the Culture.
Courage, Honor, Duty

Give me liberty or give me death

Don(t tread on me

 
We hold these truths self-evident

Go for the gusto

Just do it

If the mind can conceive it, the body can achieve it

When the going gets tough, the tough get going

Leave it all on the field

There are 10's of 1000s in the stand cheering but only 22 on the field playing

While others sleep they stand on a wall and say, (Not on my watch(
Have an iron rod for a spine

No fear

In a swamp filled with alligators, drain the swamp

Climb the mountain because it is there

Greatness comes in a series of small choices

If you don(t like the heat in the kitchen, get out

It ain(t over till the fat lady sings

Never give up, never, never give up - 

You are the master of your own destiny

We may not be number 1 but we are way ahead of whoever is number 2

In life you have to play the hand you are dealt

Walk on the edge but don(t step over the boundaries.

We walk the Light into the Darkness

Push the limits of respectability and achieve greatness

Never loose your focus

Keep on keeping on

If you don(t you won(t (run in Washington in the rain)

Might as well, can(t dance

II. The following are clear challenges from Scripture to walk with Christ. Philippians 3/14 - I press on toward the goal of the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Because you are lukewarm . . .  I will spew you out of my mouth

We will all stand before the award stand to receive the things don in our body
(come after me, take up your cross daily and follow me

What will you profit if you gain the whole world but loose your own soul

(present to Him a heart of wisdom

Build your house on a rock ( the winds blow and the rain comes down (
As for me and my house we will serve the Lord. Choose this day who you serve

Where you go, I will go; where  you lodge (; where you live(; where you die 
Having done all to stand (
Come and see ( Abide (dwell deeply)

Foxes have holes, birds have nests, ..Son on Man.. no where to lay his head

Putting your hand to the plow and turning back ( you are not worthy (
If your eye ( hand offend you ( cut it off

Narrow is the road to life, broad is the road to destruction

Many are called, few are chosen

It is honorable for a man to seek the office of an elder

While going, make disciples

I press on toward the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness (.

If you do as I have done, wash one another(s feet .. you will be my disciples.

If the world hates you, it hated me first ( love, love ( keep, keep (
The world will know you are my disciples if you have love for one another

Let no one despise your youth but be an example of believers

Seeing we are encompassed (, lay aside every weight and sin which derails

I keep my body under discipline, lest I be a castaway

The love of Christ constrains me ( to speak Christ

Scarcely would you die for a friend, ??who would die for an enemy?

Take on the whole armor of God

If you say you live in Him, you ought also to walk in Him

Take up your cross daily - follow me - deny - gain and loose, loose and gain

Many will say to me, Lord, Lord ... depart from you workers of iniquity

In that day, all that you have said will be shouted from the house tops

Bless those who curse you, pray for those-use you, do good -take advantage

If I, I am be lifted up, I will draw all men to myself

My sheep know my name and they will be with me where I am

I bear in my body the brand marks of Jesus - we die daily that you may live

Enter into the presence of God by the Blood of Jesus

I would rather serve by the door of the house of the Lord than sit with princes

Those who seek me early will find me

Those who win souls will be wise

A time is coming and we will all stand before Him: “In that day many will come to me and say, (have we not cast out many demons in your name and done many works in your name? and I will say to you,(depart from me  you workers of iniquity, I never knew you!(
Lukewarmness is a condition of repugnancy to God, found in the spiritual spirit, - Revelation 3. There are many phrases throughout the NT which describe a believer who is walking with Christ and has a passion to do what He has placed before them. The challenge of the believer is to stay on the cutting edge of walking with Christ.

Being lukewarm is a condition of losing our first love. When we have our Biblical doctrines straight and we are practicing our faith with diligence it is easy to loose a passion for the Person of Christ. We could become smug and self-satisfied that we are living the Truth and are disciplined in our decisions about how to live. All of which make us good citizens and great neighbors.
How refreshing and what a great motivator to be with new believers who are ablaze with a passion to communicate Jesus Christ to everyone within their hearing and within their sphere of influence.
There is coming a time when we, as believers will all stand before the judgment seat of God and give an account of the things done in our bodies whether they be good or bad. All service which we have done, whether it be wood, hay, stubble or gold, silver, precious stones - I Corinthians 3. All of our work will be measured by the purity and righteousness of Christ and evaluated as to whether or not we have built on the foundation of Christ and the Apostles. 

I Corinthians 3
The end result will be for the one who has built with a spirit captivated by the Person of Christ a reward of (well done, enter into my rest,( and a reward (5of them) reserved for us to be given during the award ceremony. For the one who makes self-centered choices the reward will be, (works burned up in the fire of righteousness but he himself shall be saved.(
Be not weary in well doing, for in due season we shall reap if we faint not - Galatians 6. The Scripture from Genesis 3 on into Revelation 22 is clear that the world we live in is Broken / Fractured. The Fall of Adam brought sin into the world. There are adversarial relationships, there are events which happen to good people which are unpleasant and which even lead to premature death.

Serving the Lord brings us into times when our love for another person is harmed because of the attitude or actions in which they are ensnared. At times when serve others, we are misunderstood and used - Luke 6. There is discomfort in opening our lives to others and including them in our (space.( Allowing others to see us as we are and see us in our pilgrimage with Him is risky stuff. 

In John 17/21-26 Christ drives home truth from John 13 & 14 - the world will know  you are my disciples if you have love one for another: If you/we as believers are unified as the Father and Son are unified and if you/we have harmony as the Father and the Son have harmony, the world will be convinced that the Father has sent the Son. (If you are (one( = unity, and if you (love( = harmony)
The unity of the Father and the Son and the love of the Father and the Son produce in us relationships with each other  by which the world is able to see the Son as the crucified and exalted Savior being God and Truth.
And how is it that the world will see (us( in unity and harmony? They will see biblical Love when we invite them into our space, when they are able to see us without the pressure to perform, when they walk with us through the storms and see how other believers come along side and care for us and by this embody the Person of Jesus Christ by His Grace.

God Molds Our Character. There are times when events in life take over our well-being and bring a great deal of discomfort. It is in these times where God Himself brings us into a closer walk with Himself and instills in us principles of wisdom - James 1/1-5, II Corinthians 5/17. It is in the wood-shed of discipline where we grow in depth and where we are refined into an incredible work of His Grace to be presented to the world. 
Some events of discomfort come because our world is broken and others come for our learning but “all things work together for good, to those who are called of God  and to those who love God.” Being committed to Christ in God brings us to a place where we see the hand of God in all events – this is a spiritual vision and is often misunderstood by those in the world system.
Choose you this day whom you will serve, but as for me and my house we will serve the Lord. There is a point where we must make a choice to serve and to walk with Christ. There is a point where we choose to yield our work orientation and depend upon Him to work in us the works of faith - Phil 2/13-14.

Making the choice to serve Him, to walk with Him, to place all we are and all we have before His throne and then to bow in humble submission before Him is the choice we must make to bring about and maintain a passion for Jesus Christ.

To finish well and to finish with a passion for Jesus Christ is only what a few in the faith aspire to and aspire for. 

Where do I Stand? Finally, thoughts which have been gathered from leaders in the Faith  are deeply disturbing in causing serious introspection and for which as believers we need to ask the question: (Am I in the company of the committed?( Where am I in yielding the throne of my life?

1. There are over 2000 names in the Bible. Of the 2000 names, there are about 100 of whom we could write a biographical sketch. Of those 100, there are only about 30 who finished well in their walk with God and passion for Christ. (Am I in the 30%?( Why and/or why not?

2. In the years of Bill Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ it was commented frequently that only about 10% of Christians are Spirit-filled. (Am I in the 10% of Spirit-filled believers?(
3. The road which leads to life is narrow and the road which leads to destruction is wide: (On which one, am I?(
God gave us the saints of both the OT and NT to watch and from whom we can learn to navigate the challenges of life and to have a passion for God and a passion to announce His grace. Psalm 19/7 ...the testimony of the Lord is sure making wise the simple.

Caleb at 85 had spent the previous 6 years fighting the enemies of the Lord. He went to Joshua and said, (Now then give me this hill country, which the Lord promised me where the great giants and fortified cities are situated - give it to me and I will take it!(
The great challenges of life and the valleys of despond prepare  us to face that last great “hill climb” before we cross the Jordan River!
May you and I together, take the hill country where the giants are.

