Conversation with a real cowboy - ::grins:: (Why do you wear spurs?(
It(s about respect. Actually, Craig(s answer was shorter than that! (Respect,( was his direct and rather pointed answer to my question.

During the past ten years I have ridden my horse and horses 1000(s of miles. We have covered ground fast and slow and sometimes over jaw tightening terrain. One place on a trail we have traversed many times, you can look off the side of the horse in this one spot and see 500 ft +/-  almost strait down into the beds of pick up trucks on the road below. 

A real test of one(s mettle. Not quite as bad as a rock climb with Larry Vrieze ( 1988 ( just down the road a bit to see if we could locate some goats on the ridge tops.

What I know about horses you could put in a thimble. I have a long way to go.

In Montana on our annual foray to look for Bambi(s grandfather, a real cowboy and brother in the Lord stopped by the ranch house for a coffee, cookies and some jawin( about events of the day. Craig Benzing is a great brother and a man who knows horses and cows.

Sitting in the visiting kitchen-dining room ( about 10 x 15 ( we warmed up to good interchange and great coffee. Sitting in a chair in front of the stove, Craig still had his work clothes on. He had been out working with a neighbor rounding up cows and calves, to prepare them for winter. On his boots were the spurs he had been wearing. As Dave and John and Craig were animatedly discussing some ranch stuff, I gazed at the spurs on Craig(s boots, well worn and quite pointed. My mind began to formulate a question.

So I posed a question which my city slicker friends thought was quite funny. We had been bantering with some intensity, so they thought I was being a smart aleck and perhaps making light of my good friend(s dress for the job. It took a bit to get the question out as a serious question because my friends thinking I was being stupid, began to make fun of me. But I wanted to know and I needed to ask someone who lives the life.

Craig has about 60 horses, trains them for ranch work, breaks them, and straightens them out when they need some strait(nun ( get the dust off em. He shoes horses for income and works cows and ranches when neighbors need help.

So, my question was directed to one who has had experience and is living the life, not just trying to be cute in the coffee shop with the costume of the cowboy. Here was my question, posed after sorting out the smart comments by the city slickers: (Since you raise horses and ride your good horses for work, why do you wear spurs?(
He listened good heartedly, and then gave a strait answer in one word, (Respect.( What followed was a lesson in respect and manners for the learnin’ of the horse and a lesson in skill for the rider to bring the horse to obedience at the direction of the Boss.

After the one word answer, my next question was to ask, (What do you mean by respect, can you explain that to me?( His answer has direct bearing on us as God(s people in walking with Christ. Now, on to the lesson of spurs and horses. You make the application.

Spurs used are to get the horses attention when he needs a lesson in respect or a reminder of who is the boss. There are times when the boss wants action in a certain way and the horses does not respond to the will of the rider. The spurs are a reminder of (not your way, my way.( And the most significant part of spurs is, (Do it now, show me respect.(
For a very responsive horse, the spurs are not touched to the side but allowed to be near the side and the horse knows the boss is the boss. Rarely if ever are the spurs used on this horse and he is only touched by the side of the boot for direction. The Boss Man doesn’t(t need the spurs because the horse has learned to respond (Now( when touched by slight pressure from the heel or side of the boot.

For the horse being a bit more obtuse, the spurs are a reminder of the demand of the boss, (I need your attention to do the job, no delay, no nonsense, do it now!( The horse doesn’t(t have the right to tell the boss certain things about the job. The boss takes the responsibility for directing the horse into whatever action He wants. The horse may/will resist or be slow and the boss wants it now ( so the spurs are used to get the attention of the horse and express a demand for submission to direction.

For the horse which is headstrong and unsubmissive at a point, the spurs are an attention getter, but must be used with the wisdom and skill of the experienced rider. Too much can end in a wreck and the experience of a horse out of control.  The bad horse is shipped and removed from the herd. The cowboy doesn’t(t have the time to mess with a bad and dangerous horse ( basically, unsubmissive and dangerously headstrong.

What about the horses in your string? (These horses all know I am the boss. I have spent time with them and they know when I am with them or on them, I am the boss.(
What followed in our conversation about horses after this fascinating explanation was how to correct bad behavior ( aggravating, not harmful or dangerous. Craig illustrated the use of reins and the use of spurs and boots to give direction to the horse. He explained how to give messages which the horse could respond to without being confused. 

A function which I have been working on for a couple of years in the better weather and when I am not pushed for time was explained to me in a short concise way with a clear illustration of my body position and the horses head with body position. The Master explained to me the use of pressure by the side of the boot, the pull and positioning of the reins, the position of the horses head with the use of reins. This I was told would do the trick. And yes, when I got home I tried it. It did the trick.
What I tried was a simple and uncomplicated maneuver to a horseman. I made a small adjustment. My lead hand moved back and side ways only about 1 foot. My boot stayed where I had always been using it. The head of the horse moved 1 foot. 

The result was the horse(s compliance, almost immediately. In the past I knew I was missing something which would bring about a normal function and necessary action of the horse but I was unable to figure it out and get the horses compliance.

The overall picture of riding the horse has been accomplished. I have read the books, gone out and tried what I have read to see how it works in real life. The rest of my need is in asking the Master and Horseman about solving some basic and often very simple things which I do not know. 

A simple step of action on my part, in the mountains, has often been the cause of great aggravation to the Master who was riding with us. What I deemed to be simple and non-issue was at one point (the back country of Idaho, on an easy trail with lots of mud ( 30 miles from the truck; and no place for broken bodies) a learning point to me from a crusty, older brother in the Lord. 

The surrounding air, instantly turned blue and my ears rang for some time with the words yelled at me. What I thought was simple and of no consequence was in fact an action which could have been caused a wreck of volcanic proportions. Never again have I done that action. That lesson has been engrained in me.

My older friend and Master Horseman used spurs of words on my mind through my ears to teach me respect for the trail and the string. I have, since that lesson watched a wreck of major proportions on a trail from actions which an untrained horsemen thought were (nothing.(
Lessons of the Spurs.

In the corral the horse learns the basics of submission to the Boss.

In the corral the horse learns to yield his body and spirit to the Boss.

Spurs are used to teach the horse the skills of working under the hand of the Boss.

Spurs are used to make the horse safe to trust when the going gets dicey.

Little things can be signs of a painful recovery in the ranch house and the work not gettin( done.

The Boss wears spurs and uses spurs because He is the boss.

The Boss uses spurs to bring about submission and as a reminder of who is Boss.

Wisdom teaches which little things need attention and which little things mean nothing. James 1/1-5 and II Corinthians 5/17      Read Hebrews 12/1-8

Submit to the spurs and rejoice in Revelation 4/11

