Open Letter - Political Debate

The following is a response to an email I received recently and a subject about which I have dynamic interchange with believers and unbelievers on a regular basis.

This may create much interchange and a lot of energy. That is good. Consider this as you read the following document: if I prevail in my debate (good use-age of the word) how will my debate enhance the cause of Christ. Then consider as a secondary issue the Truth as it impacts the principles of Democracy. Always separate the two before joining them!
 

In this time of national political energy and political debate, I write this to you/us as a reminder to keep our priorities straight. The following is my encouragement to consider the call of God to baptize the nations - "while going." Matthew 28/18-20

 

Daniel 4 has a lot to say about being in captivity under the control of a hostile government. Read the chapter and look for the verse which says God is in control. Standing behind the flow of visible history, God is orchestrating His direction for humanity. On the one level I do my part as I have time and freedom, as an American citizen. On the higher level I have confidence God is on the throne and never loses control. Psalm 33/10-12
 

As an American citizen and a patriot I vote my conscience. I sift information which I receive. While there is time, vote with conviction; vote your convictions and principles of godly living. Be informed of the issues and the people and the plan of God for the nations and vote as an informed citizen.
 

But my caution is to never confuse / mix - Biblical living with being an American citizen. They may blend in part but being a fire-breathing, life speaking follower of Christ requires that the life we live transcends the authority and direction of individual human governments. We speak against sin and rebellion to God. We live as Salt. Biblical Absolutes are not subject to the permission of human governments.
Debate and discussion about and research into central issues of Americanism and about Moral Absolutes are essential for being intelligently informed in order to vote with wisdom. 

My concern in present discussions in public and some discussions in private is the spirit of the debate. Here is my challenge to you as believers; Read through the Gospels and search for Christ’s spirit and direction of debate with the religious leaders in Israel. Browse the NT and look for Scripture which guides me into a biblical presentation of my views as an American citizen. Not an easy task. Debate in a Theocracy is different than debate in a Democratic Republic.
America is not a theocentric government nor is it Christian as in the NT Christian concept of what it means to walk with Christ. You and I as believers are responsible to walk the faith and to walk the faith as those with a citizenship in heaven.

As long as we have time and freedom, we speak for and vote for the principles which are clearly spoken in Scripture. But Biblical Christianity transcends political interest and political passion. It has to work in all lands, in all times and with all cultures.

God has a plan which is not party oriented - hard for most Christians to accept. Human governments ebb and flow. Many of the nations in history are only memories in the books and no longer exist. Dictators, tyrants and benevolent leaders are gone. 
Jesus Christ is forever. God's plan is global, universal, and eternal. God is not limited to American politics. Psalm 33/10-12?? The Kingdom of God as in Mark is the only lasting, through history Government which has existed in all parts of the globe. And just so we don’t forget, Christ’s Rule is the only rule of Law which will prevail on into eternity.
 

A battle we face in the CHURCH when we tend toward political conservatism is we drive the liberal leaning or green person from our hearing and they reject our Christ because we incarcerate Him inside our political leanings. The call of the biblical Christian is to separate being an American citizen from a fire-breathing, passionately committed disciple of Jesus Christ.

Political zeal is great stuff. Entering the political arena is a freedom we have in America and one which we should use if Christ calls us to that arena. Don’t confuse political zeal and energy for speaking on the behalf of Christ. It takes hard thought, clear reasoning and the Spirit of Christ to stay focused while entering political debate. 
Cautiously I place this before us: We are not called to restore the American culture what ever that is - ::grins::, but we are to bring the Light into the Darkness. And certainly the American visible culture is dark and in great need of the Light.

The NT is glaring in its absence of rebuke to Rome. It is glaring in its absence of clear judgment on other human rights issues. Make no mistake, when biblical Christianity spreads and individual lives are transformed, Cultures, Governments and Communities are changed. So what are we to do with the silence of the New Testament on some of these issues?
Christians have through the centuries confronted governments in rebellion to God and to Moral Absolutes. Christians have paid a high price for standing against evil. And in some cases the Lord has been gracious in allowing change in the political scene and in social organizations of nations and communities. Our own country with Revivals in the 1700’s and late 1800’s is a case in point.
In an incident recently in an athletic event I was confronted with evil and rebellion in the heart of Man. In sorting out the event and looking for God’s will in what happened, I had a clear understanding of external evil in the culture in which the nastiness occurred. 

The nastiness occurred in an athletic setting. The beginning of the ugly expressions was part of testosterone laden young men. As I looked at the expressions, some of it was athletic and some of it was cultural. The cultural expressions were raw, in your face taunting. As I sorted this out it became clear to me that middle class white folk battle the same inner demons but let them out in more subtle ways but with the results being just as destructive.

Ugliness and Nastiness is ugliness and nastiness no matter what the venue for expression. Overt or subtle, quiet or loud, visible or invisible, these expressions are wrong and sinful. 

Ugliness and Nastiness in political debate is not acceptable even if “we” are right. These descriptive words are an assault on the Dignity of Man made in the image of God - MIHI. These descriptive words are part of an attitude which deface the image of God stamped into all men. “In all men,” includes men who are despicable in behavior and who are consumed by evil. (Read Francis Schaeffer, The Mark of a Christian is Love)

In our passion to speak political convictions, never forget that life transformation is brought about by an encounter with Jesus Christ as God Incarnate. Jesus is the Christ, He is the Sacrificial Lamb, He is the Scapegoat, He is the Eternal Son of God on the cross dying under judgment for rebellion from and independence of His Person.

 

Men and women who are Liberal, Conservative, Independent, or Nothing are invited to hear the Word of God in its brilliance, its power, its transforming nature and its transcendent themes. John 17 makes crystal clear that when we, from diverse backgrounds, come into worship; it is a testimony not only of Unity among those who have been brought into the family but of the Supernatural Quality of harmony. All this is about being captivated by the Person of Jesus Christ. Philippians 2/1-4 and then Philippians 2/5-11
 

Biblical Harmony in the presence of Christ speaks Truth of a transformed life and a life under the control of the Sovereign of the Universe. Harmony linked with Forgiveness is life transforming for us and is a brilliantly shining expression of Christ's victory over Sin and Death and Hell.

 

Having said this - I am still human.  

       
O Lord, allow me to speak truth where Truth is needed and to live the presence of  
Christ in all my associations but never confuse who is the Boss of Life. Please 
keep clear in my mind that in all areas of my pilgrimage I am to speak on your 
Son’s behalf. As an American teach me the principles which have made this 
nation great among the Nations of history.

 

       
Stir your people in our country to speak and live righteousness and to walk into 
the Darkness with the Light both to speak Light and live Salt.

 

I invite your action / reaction / rebuttal / arguments / debate on this. In all our passionate

Dynamic Interchange, let’s be able to leave the words on the paper in such a way we are able to celebrate the Lord's Table with each other.  ::grins::

 

Philippians 3/3 ... worship in the Spirit and glory in Jesus Christ...
Philippians 3/21 ... transformed ... conformed ... by His power (alive and in us)
Colossians 2/6-12 ... (read this carefully and with deeply serious thought)

 

Thanks

Dale
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