True Light and Invisible Darkness 
John 14/11-21
In August of 2007 I wrote parts of this article as a result of a spiritually tumultuous week. Having reread this, I have added parts and edited other parts in order to bring a better perspective to the reality of spiritual evil. But/and the glorious brilliance of the Light is ever attractive to man and those bound in the embers of Hell and the darkness of spiritual death - Christ is the glorious Savior and the Light of the World

In the past year I have been involved in working in the darkness and have heard stories from others who have worked in the darkness. And at the same time the Light shines brighter and it does shine brightly.

Last week, I saw first hand, the horrors of the darkness and the truth of Satan being a roaring lion seeking whom he would devour - I Peter 5.

The darkness is dark indeed. The darkness which is the darkness of evil is insidious, seriously menacing, and completely opposed to the spiritual light of the glorious gospel -  II Corinthians 4. Unlike the darkness of the natural world with the absence of light the darkness of the spiritual world is active and enslaving to the one who walks in it. John 3/36, II Corinthians 4.

There is a darkness which is good or neutral in relation to people but there is another darkness which is invisible and it definitely is not neutral or good. This other darkness appears to be neutral but in reality is deadly serious about taking captive the fools and the naive - engulfing them in lostness. Although the fools and naive sound like easily identifiable people, they are in reality difficult to identify without searching into the Book of Proverbs.

In September of last year I spoke with three Native Canadians about spiritual evil and spiritual darkness. They understood the darkness of spiritual evil quite clearly. Just down the trail from where we were standing they had experienced the appearance of evil as a light or as some apparition.  You and I would call this a ghost or malignant spirit. They had a respect for the darkness which surrounded the abandoned homestead which had belonged to a family of Natives.

They not only had respect for the land and the spirit but they were afraid of what they knew dwelt on the property. This reality of this fear and the reality of evil spirits wandering around in the darkness seems like a spook story from a Cub Scout trip but it is not, it is real.

In the last week - August 2007 - I have been in the presence of spiritual evil. The Spiritual evil was strong enough in its presence for me to say, (the darkness was oppressive.( The encounter with evil came in the ordinary course of ministry activities.

Christ has come to be the Light of the World and the world can neither understand it nor is it able to shut out the light. He alone has the power to dispel the darkness and bring freedom from the bondage it engenders.   This darkness is invisible but at times it is experienced as knowable and yet it is almost visible. John 1/1-4 and Mark 1 (notice the ministry is surrounded by evil spirits/demons).

As Christians we may have lost the understanding of there being a dark side to the world we live in. There is an opposition to our walk with the Lord from Satan who has the world organized in order to waylay the believer or to snare the foolish and unknowing. Ephesians 6/10-18 and Ephesians 2/1-3
The image of snatching them from the fires of Hell and at the same time taking them out of the darkness is a confusing image. But last week it was as though I could smell the fires of the brimstone and could see the oppressive presence of the darkness. This experience always brings a chill in the air and an uncanny sense of the presence of active darkness.

The most spectacular part was the way in which Christ was able to dispel the darkness and to impose His presence upon the lives of those in these two above events. 

In a specific event, I was protected from an almost violent encounter. What started out to be a mild expression of interest in a disagreement, became and full blown nasty tongue lashing with very specific adjectives and adverbial phrases assigned to my character. Along with the words was an extremely intense and angry countenance.

I have seen this before but this time the Lord simply took over my mind and hid the reality of evil from my understanding, until afterward.

The language and intensity I have seen before - it was all out of proportion to the content of the event. In that  moment of time, God in His Spirit intervened and brought complete peace along with a humble apology. The explosion of rage and then the passivity which came was unnerving in the human sense. In the spiritual realm, as I walked away from that encounter it was clear, I had an encounter with evil.

What happened within my spirit and the calmness with which I pursued the conversation was outside my human response to these things when not an encounter with evil.  I realized clearly on the way home that I had been in the presence of the evil one and/or his messengers. The person delivering the outrage and tongue-lashing was not the source of the evil but the medium of evil.

(I will let you sort this out)

In another event, through a simple phone call and then an agreement to meet, I walked into an event/happening of serious darkness ( not just being 9PM and darkness by sunshine standards. I listened and spoke for two hours about what it means to willfully step into the darkness and then to become bound into the flaming embers of Hell. I know the image reads a bit dramatic.

Subsequent events connected to this meeting revealed how dark the darkness really was and how active the minions of evil can be when aroused by a presentation of the Light. 

I was asked to provide spiritual guidance on an issue of spiritual need. This event occurred in a public coffee shop but as the time progressed it was very clear that evil was present - it was active and knowable. To the spiritual person, it was visible to the spiritual eye.

To some, the above may sound like the rambles of a flaming idiot, but I tell you that what I saw and heard was spine tingling and very real in the human sense. The warfare which ensued was spine chilling and it almost brought the person into the bonds of Hell and servitude to the Master of Evil.

As we talked, I spoke of Christ being the Light, the One who has the power over death and sin and hell. He alone can conquer the Darkness because He is the Light. Christ is the One who descended into Hell to preach to the captives and through Resurrection rose to life and then Ascended to the right hand of the Father. He set those free who were captive all their lives. Hebrews 2/14-18, Ephesians 4/ 8-10

Occasionally over the years as I have been about doing the ministry, this kind of  event has occurred. Clearly there are times when we as His children walk into a spiritual encounter in the Darkness - into the realm which belongs to Satan and his ilk.

Those who live the  truth and are covered by the Truth, have walked into this kind of thing rarely talk about it. The experience drives the believer into a closer walk with Christ and brings an emphasis upon the Person of Christ and what He has done on the Cross.

The Scripture is clear and rarely taught in our churches that Satan is the prince of the power of the air and that the realm of the unseen is under his direct influence for the unbeliever. It is most unnerving for the Christians to consider what the Scripture teaches about the darkness of Satan(s realm. John 3/36, I John 5/19

The result of my encounters was that Christ was glorified and His Gospel was honored. However, the Scripture in its teaching about the Darkness makes clear the binding character and the damning character of its active nature. Turning to Christ cannot be used as a fire escape but He must be trusted with the whole person to be free from the Darkness.

The snares which bring men and women into the darkness seem to be minor or at least not very consequential. It is this quality of the darkness which is so damning. To choose against the darkness takes a fare amount of courage but it needs to be done. Choosing for the darkness does not seem all that bad until the consequences begin to take their toll.

On the one hand in the general flow of life there are churches and believers who speak about the minions of darkness being everywhere and in everything. On the other hand, there are churches which never mention the darkness and how it influences our present culture.

The Scripture has many references to what Satan can do and how insidious the darkness. Take some time to list the passages about Satan in a vertical list, then list in several short phrases after each verse the content of each verse. There is an eye opening quality to this study. 

In my above experiences, as I spoke about the Light and the Glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ, the brilliance of the Light shown all around. It was not visible to the natural eye but it was clearly knowable to the spiritual mind. This sounds like Christianeeze or Bible-speak. The Truth is that when sitting in the Darkness the presence of Christ allows us to understand the darkness but at the same time to be somewhat unaware. This is confusing but true.

This last paragraph may read a little vague. When stepping into the realm of evil and being accosted by it, the Lord has a way of protecting His own and they often are not aware of what happened until later.

Christ is the Light. He alone can dispel the Darkness. He sits victoriously over Sin and Death and Hell. He sets the captives free. Thank you Lord Jesus for all you have done on our behalf and in satisfying the demands of the Father for sin. I Corinthians 15/52ff

The Darkness is invisible but it is real. The Light is brightly shining and He desires to enter into our lives and shine the brightness of His character through us for the world to see. II Corinthians 4

I John 2 makes clear there are three areas of temptation for the believer: the world, the flesh, the devil. There was a time some years ago when most conflict in the spiritual life was assigned to the devil, but this was a major mistake and led to a lot of foolishness. There is now a spirit within man which does not recognize the reality of the darkness and the minions of evil with the ability to waylay a believer, but this is a mistake of neglect in our spiritual pilgrimage and often leads to great spiritual impotence/damage.

Referring back to the three events of encountering the darkness, the ensuing months have made clear that the chains of darkness are holding these men in the fear of death - Hebrews 2/14-15.

Finally, Christ is the Light. He is the Hope of freedom and liberty to walk with the Father in our daily life. It is through Jesus Christ that we are set free from the fear of death and the bondage of Satan. It is in Christ as we walk with Him that He steers us / guides us / directs us / intervenes in our lives to keep us in the Light.

Make time each day to build on the friendship with Christ. Take moments in the lull of the day to speak with Him. Take time on Sunday morning as the Day of Resurrection to refocus upon Christ and sort out priorities.

Christ is alive and He is not dead. He has set us free from Sin and Death and Hell. He rules in the realm of Man. It is when we submit to Him and sacrifice our lives for Him that we see and understand His magnificence in this Life and in our Hope to come!

For a great read, get C. S. Lewis( (Screwtape Letters.( This is a great book. A senior devil is mentoring a junior devil.
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