Book of Mark: God(s Master Plan
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Iron Sharpens Iron

Here is a bold and outwardly what appears to be an arrogant statement but one which has plagued the writer for years ever since reviewing the history of the Church and the outpouring of the Spirit(s Power in the Resurrected  Christ. Why are we not seeing the kind of conversions and transformations which are spoken about in the New Testament? 

This study is an attempt to connect the student and follower of Christ with the Person of Christ. Understanding the Process of Discipleship is central to being an effective Christian and mature leader in the Body of Christ. The thought of the adventure is electrifying for the believer. (To think that Christ may use me to Leave a Lasting Legacy, is heady stuff.(
Reading through the book of Mark is a profound experience for one who looks at the text with a curioius spirit and an attentive eye. During a Pastor(s Conference at the Firs in Bellingham Washington, God stirred my spirit and gripped my mind with a challenge: Search the Book of Mark for the method by which Christ molded the lives of the men who followed Him (1971).

Howard Hendriks gave a powerful presentation from the Book of James. During one of the messages (Mr. Hendricks( or (Prof( to those who had the privilege of sitting in his classes made a captivating challenge: search the Book of Mark to see how God took a rag-tag group of men and molded them into a group of men who turned the world upside down.

He gave seven summary statements/questions to be the catalyst for motivation. The challenge he gave as he handed the summary question was to create our own list of questions.  I have taken one of the central challenges in those statements and have made it my search for the last 36 years. The question for the direction of this study is: How did Christ take these men from a loose knit group of men and bring them to a place where, (they turned the world upside down?(
Introduction to the Challenge. During Bible Study Methods class during 1963 we were challenged to learn how to observe the text and look for connections. Hendricks made several assignments in the Book of Mark to introduce us principles of inductive bible study. As you will discover in these questions built upon the inductive method, discipleship by the person of Christ produced  transformed lives: men whose live were permanently marked by His mentoring and who lived with a passion for Reaching Men.

Learning to study the Word independently was the challenge and application of truth was the result. In the Book of Mark we were taught how to connect the paragraphs. What a phenomenal method of study which opened the Gospels to this writer. Joining paragraphs and looking for connections and divisions is at the heart of this study.

This study is inductive in method - which means the questions are designed to direct you into the text to look for principles about subjects in the questions.  Look for the hidden treasures for yourself. Becoming embroiled in the process means you/I will begin to learn at a very effective rate. It will also bring us into truths previously uncovered for the unmotivated student. This kind of a study is life transforming.

The foundation of locating the principles of Christ(s method are found in this short book. Mark is a short Gospel. It moves at a rapid pace from the beginning to the short period of time after the Crucifixion. The principles are buried in the events of Christ(s life.

The questions in this study are designed to have you look for yourself into the text and find answers which have lain hidden for centuries. These lessons have been captured in many books on discipleship. You could purchase a book on Discipleship and read it. However the purpose of this study is to bring you into the text and locate for yourself the principles of mentoring.

The driving force in doing this study will be to search for Truth which walks us into a life of being transformed by the presence of Jesus Christ and equips us to mentor other men into a life transformed by the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Question: How did Christ takes His men from the beginning of the Book of Mark to the time after His crucifixion where He was able to commission them to reach the world? (And they went out and turned the world upside down.(
Or put another way: If you were going to start a worldwide enterprise based upon the life of Christ how would you do it?

To do this study, you will need to work through the questions in your own notebook. These questions  are also great conversation starters for discussion with the brothers.

Introduction: Looking Beyond the Normal.  Read Mark 6/33-52. Find the indicator that the paragraphs are connected together. What is the lesson from one paragraph to the other? Explain why the Spirit connected the paragraphs. Create a principle of learning from the paragraphs. Write a short paragraph describing the uniqueness of the settings in which this principle of mentoring occurred.

Mark 6/51-52 is the key to opening understanding to the structure of the Book. 

1. Identify the specific lesson of these verses as being about Christ. 

2. Write the lesson for the disciples. 

3. What principles for discipleship are found in the connection of the paragraphs? 

4. Identify the lesson from verses 51-52.

Beginning the Journey
1. What is the significance of the first 4 paragraphs in Mark? How are the paragraphs connected?

Mark 1/1-13

2. How does Mark 1/1 set the stage for the whole book? Why is this central to becoming a follower of the way? As a follower of Jesus Christ how does this set the tone for you (me( as a follower?

3. How many years did Jesus work with his hand before he was allowed to begin a full time ministry?  Find the indicators in Mark. What are they? Why was this confusing to the people of Israel? Use a Bible Dictionary to search the background of Mark and find the answer.

4. How often and when did evil surround Christ and His ministry?  When did evil spirits show up? How is this substantiated in the New Testament? What kind of response did Jesus have to the demons?

What is the directive to the disciples in dealing with demons? Is it the amount of prayer which drives the demons away and out? What is the purpose of prayer in dealing with demons? When confronted with evil spirits, how much did Christ pray? So then, what is the purpose of prayer in dealing with demons?

5. Explain the reason why God allowed Christ to be tested in the wilderness? Using only 1/12-13 to be your guide, describe the uniqueness in this chapter of the placing of the Testing. How does the Testing provide a Principle for us?

6. Find the unique words which God uses to connect several paragraphs and then to separate paragraphs. What is the principle in recording the events with these words? How are changes in lessons indicated?  Example: Mark 1/1-8 and then 1/9-13. Explain how transitions are made. What specific lessons about life can you learn from this?  Browse the book and notice the transition statements.

Identify 4 lessons

7. What is unique about the lesson of the wineskins? What are the ingredients to the wine? Ask a winemaker about the wineskin lesson. Make a connection of the paragraphs before and after the lesson.   

2/14   /   15-17 / 18-20 / Wine Skin Lesson / 23-27

1. -----------     1.------- 1.-------   1.------------------    1.----------

Lesson        (
      (
        (

    (

      ( 

Each paragraph leads into the lesson.

Under each section list the lessons of each set of verses.

How do each set of verses amplify the lesson? Draw arrows / lines to connect

            Identify 4 lessons from the parable of the Wine Skins.

8. Describe the lessons found in the manner in which Christ called men to follow him? What was unique about each man He called. What is the response of the men who came to follow Him?

Identify the specific lesson of the (boat and disciples in the storm.( The lesson about the person of Christ. The lesson about the growth of the disciples. 

The second time the disciples were in the boat. What is the lesson about Christ? What is the lesson  for discipleship in the lesson as it stands by itself - (6/51-52)? Finally, compare and contrast the two events of being in the boat.

9. What is unique about the locations where Christ drove the truth into the lives of His men? In order for the truth to sink deeply into the lives of the disciples, what were the ingredients in the events surrounding the teachings. Locate the teachings about the significant lessons in the Book of Mark.

When did these occur? Why did the Spirit place these lessons here in the text for us?

10.What is unique about the process Christ used to drive home the truth into the lives of His men?

How long into the ministry (time wise) before Christ began to teach the deep truths? How often were the truths repeated.

11. When did Christ introduce the Cross and Resurrection to those about Him? What is significant about the connection to the conversations / locations / persons? Each of these are related to the growing understanding of the DBR and the subsequent passion they had in announcing to the world the Truth of the DBR. Find the Truth of when and how?

12. Why is the narrative in the Book connected with geography? Time, words and phrases - (now when evening had come, he went up ...(?

13. What passages connect rest and service? List them and then develop a written concept of rest and work. In these passages, locate the true spiritual understanding of rest as it relates to walking with Christ. What were the interruptions to rest?

Browse the book of Mark. First locate the passages which have a change in activity and the indication of (let us come away to ....,( and (then he went up into ....,( and they got into ...,( the next day ...,( and any other indication that there is some sort of a break in the action/event.

Before the verse which indicates a change, write a short one liner of what happened.

Immediately after that write a one liner which states what happened next. 

Finally see if there is a connection between the before and after.

Here is a good visible way to do this:

Before


Verse / Change

After

                                                                           (Next day(
Statement
/////////////////////////////

      


////////////////////////////

Lesson 
/////////////////////////////




///////////////////////////

/////////////////////////////




///////////////////////////

Connection
////////////////////////////

connection/direction
///////////////////////////

   of lesson

14. Explain how Christ taught his men to leave others alone who were not following them but were announcing Christ. How does this impact our relationship to other brothers or other ministries. Where does disagreement with various ministries fit into this?

15. What is the process Christ used to teach His men to trust in Him for strength and wisdom? Write 10 observations of this question. Summarize this process into three short statements. Locate the passages which help with the understanding.

16. Find the passages where Christ was in a strong interchange with the religious people of the day. 

Write down two observations about Christ purpose in each of the passages. Where did these occur? How are these locations contrasted with the locations where deep spiritual truth was inculcated into the lives of the disciples?

17. Why did Christ allow Judas to stay among the disciples? And even deeper, why did he choose Judas to be a disciple and in Luke 6 , commission him to be an Apostle? The central point in relation to the life of Christ? As for mentoring, why did Christ include Judas?

How does Judas reflect our lives?

            Apply this to developing a ministry.

Reading John 6/1-6 find the lesson as it relates to the same miracle in Mark. What was the purpose of Christ(s intent. The primary lesson of the miracle is what? What is the lesson for the disciples?

18. If you were a follower of Christ, how is it Judas as a traitor would have escaped your notice? What is unique in John(s observation about Judas - John 12. Accumulate the verses in Scripture about Judas and write a biographical sketch about the man. Write a human interest article about the man.

19. Why would Christ send out His men by 2's? Write 5 observations from the passages about this  question. Locate other Scripture which helps explain His purpose in sending them 2x2. See Timothy.

20. For the man lowered through the roof, find 10 specific lessons from the text. What is the specific interpretation of this passage as it teaches Christ? What is the lesson as it applies to the Nation of Israel? What is the lesson as it teaches the condition of man? Identify the central lesson of the passge?

21. Why were Jesus friends and family irritated that He put them second. What is the lesson for us as disciples. Identify 5 lessons. What major transition does this passage create in our spiritual thinking?

22. Identify the connection between the paragraphs before and after the Mount of Transfiguration.

What lessons bring a believer to the Mount for personal growth? What lessons follow after the experience of the Mount? Write three lessons by connecting the before and after.

23. Locate the passages where the disciples showed weak faith. After each write three observations about the disciples and two observations about Christ(s response. Use the following format.

                  Passage: summarize passage              Disciples actions           Christ response

1.  




1.


1.

2.


2.

3.

Principle lessons for teaching strong faith in each passage.

////////////////////////////////

///////////////////////////////

24. In the Gospels, identify the groupings of the disciples. List the groups. What is significant about 

 these grouping? From thinking through their lives, identify their place of significance in the NT.

25. Locate Mark - the person in the Book of Mark. Read the other passages about his life. List them. Write three statements for each passage after each - to remember the content. Identify the stages of spiritual growth in the life of Mark - the person. What lessons can you learn for God(s work in Mark(s life. Use a Bible Dictionary to look up the life of Mark after the Book of Acts if you need help. I.E. - Unger(s Bible Dictionary is a good one. 

26. Identify the steps of growth in the life of Peter through the Book of Mark. How does this impact the ministry of the Church in our 21st Century? Identify 5 lessons from the life of Peter which will shape the focus of the Church. Use the following format:

       Scripture verse  

Action/words

Lesson in Peter 
Character quality

///////////

     //////////

    ////////////

     /////////////


27. When did Christ leave the crowds by (slipping away(? Why did He do this? Identify three lessons for handling conflict. Can you find any support in Proverbs?

As Christ was building into the lives of the Disciples, trace the process of withdrawing from the crowds and spending more time with the men. When where they released to do the work?

28. As Christ spoke with persons in His life, when did He stop speaking to them? How do you suppose He made that decision? Any other verses you can find? Browse Proverbs.

29. Christ used little children to illustrate simple faith for adult

1. Identify immediate lessons found in the lives of children which speak truth to adults? 

2. Locate the universal  principle concerning children which brings Christ to uses. 

He is not teaching about children, but teaching adults.

The Universal Truth is affirmed by Christ in using it for a deep spiritual lesson.

30. Identify the lessons from the lengthy details recorded  in the events leading to Christ(s death. Why are the details so graphic? How do you explain the disciples reaction to what they were watching? Read Isaiah 50-53 and record the details of the torture - using one line phrases.

31. Why was Christ apparently unruffled by the immaturity of the disciples? How was he able to look beyond their immaturity? What lesson for mentoring can you locate in these answers? How does this express the mission of the Church?

32. Summarize the characteristics in the lives of the disciples - true of all - which caught Christ(s attention and brought Him to chose them for training. What caught His eye? What characteristics of leadership did they show? What catches your eye?

Describe the character of each individual disciple as it is revealed in the Gospels. Which ones are dominant in the Book of Mark. Relate I Corinthians 11 to your answers as a summary understanding of how God works with men.

33. When Peter declared His allegiance to Christ and then received a rebuke from Christ?? Why? What was good about His declared allegiance? What was the weakness which Christ addressed?

Summary lessons
Why did it take 3 ( years to mold the disciples into men who would eventually die for the Master?  What is the implication for the Church today? Consult a Bible Dictionary to find the final days of the disciples. How did each die? Locate a Scripture to summarize each man(s life.

Reviewing the life of Christ, think through the change in the lives of the disciples from Mark 1/1 to the end of the Book. Write 10 statements about - a short sentence/ one line phrases - identifying the changes in the lives of the disciples. Steps in their pilgrimage.

Summarize the foundational principle of mentoring as found in the life of Christ. Find the center of mentoring as Christ did it and write it in one line - no more than two lines. ::grins::

Write a one line definition for the word (mentor( as used by Christ. 

Write a one line definition for the results of being mentored.

As you think through the Book of Mark, summarize the process Christ used for preparing His men to be  in the world, to organize their work and walk as disciples.

List 10 central lessons for Mentoring from the above specific passages and questions.

Locating His Process.
How long did Christ minister before choosing His disciples to be Ambassadors?

Identify the broad categories of areas in ministry which come from the life of Christ. There are four, what are they? On one page create a visual expression of the process Christ used. 

How does the core group fit into the plans of the mentor? When were the individual men molded into an effective group of leaders. When did he begin to use them as leaders. When were they fully trained?  Read John 13-16 - find three specific verses.

Summarize in 10 steps how Christ took random events and used them in molding the lives of the disciples.

Making a Decision.
What is the process (I( use to do the ministry in which I am involved?

What changes do I need to make as a result of this study?

When this is finished, check the website www.reachingmenministries.com and check the page under Articles of Encouragement, From Here to There; Dynamic Interaction, article with MIHI - long.
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