Leaving a Lasting Legacy

I joke about being an old man. I make smart quips about age catching up with me. However, I realize that by the Grace of God I have lived a healthy and productive life. 

But the words by Billy Graham during an interview have caught my mind and spirit for some time. Along with the words of Caleb and some of my mentors, I have been brought up short and by a phrase from Howard Hendricks which he made during class sometime during the 60’s.
Below are the phrases and a mix of paraphrases from men to whom I have looked for Hope that some will make it to the end as faithful servants.

What will you leave behind you when you pass off the scene? When we stand before the Lord, and He asks us where our men are, what will we say? We will have to wait for the Lord to open for us the books of our pilgrimage and give the rewards due to us. Understanding that only what is done in the name of Jesus and for Him, whether it be our vocation or our spiritual service, will be cause for the Lord to reward us. We press on, as in II Timothy 4.
I have for years after hearing Dr. Bruce Waltke preach on Psalm 90, been numbering my days until I am 70 years old. I have only recently been asking the Lord for wisdom to speak on His behalf until I am 80. Since I was in my late 40’s, I have been pushing myself to say with Caleb at 85, “my eyes are not dim and my strength has not faded, give me my land.”

Dr. Pentecost, who was Bible Exposition Prof at DTS, is now in his 90’s and he lives in one of the dorms at DTS. He speaks with clarity and the depth of His walk with Christ resonates in his spirit. I marvel at the gracious provisions of God on his behalf. We are, and I am deeply aware of being surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses – my grandfather being one of them. Hebrews 12/1-2
Several years ago, I heard a second hand quote about a comment Howard Hendricks made concerning men and women in the OT and NT. There are 2000 names mentioned in the Bible. For about 100 of those people there is enough historical material to write a biographical description. Of those 100 who have walked in the pages of Scripture, only about 30 of them finished well with the Lord. Stunning!  30%! 3 out of 10!

As a personal project, I have made my own list from the OT/NT and 30% finishing well sounds about right.

In my pilgrimage of faith, I have heard it assigned to Bill Bright of Campus Crusade, that only about 10% of believers are Spirit filled/ walking with Christ in a dynamic way. This is disconcerting to the serious believer. 10% 1 out of 10!

During the last year, many times I have been asked if I am going to retire. Jokingly I respond, most of the time with a smile, “I’ve talked to my boss and He doesn’t have that word in his vocabulary.”

Whatever source of income we have or how we use our time is between each individual believer and the Lord. How we invest our lives and what we do with our time is a serious matter.

I Corinthians 3 and building upon the foundation of Christ and the Apostles, when examined, is a breath taker and eye opener. We can build with wood, hay, stubble or we can build on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones. But be assured, each man’s works will be tried by fire, yet he himself will be saved.

Aging takes a toll on our time use and upon our ability to serve with unlimited energy. Our time in the closing years of our lives can be productive and significant for the Kingdom of God.
I remember my grandfather, as an older man, in his late 70’s and early 80’s, helped my dad build a house and was on the roof working with the rafters. But what gripped me most is in the years I can remember as I watched him age and finally step into the presence of Jesus. 

He was a man of prayer and the word. I was young, obstreperous and almost out of control. He was kind to me. He was stern about my ornery behavior and he corrected/corralled me into submission. I loved my granddad and I admire his walk with Christ as much as I can remember it.

As he aged, he needed a cane to navigate the house. He also used the cane to stop me in my tracks when on the verge of some uncontrolled behavior. He walked me to the park and teeter-tottered with me and he bought me ice-cream bars.
I remember two significant parts to his life which are a legacy we can all leave. He was a man of prayer for his family and he read the Word each day. I was unknowingly gripped, as a young boy, by his demeanor.

He was involved in starting the Mission Covenant Church in Everett – about 1901. He was a lay preacher in the church. He raised his family to walk with Christ. Most have walked with Christ and a few have not. He taught his family Scripture and he loved them with his whole being. 
That is the legacy left to his family and to others who knew him. I now there is more and I look forward to hearing from him as in Hebrew 12/1-2. With the saints who have marked us, let’s set our course and walk into the presence of Jesus Christ to fall at His feet in adoration.
So we come down to some essential questions as we consider “Leaving a Lasting Legacy.”

1. Has Apathy or Lethargy set into your walk with Christ and your passion to communicate Him to the watching world? What are you doing about it?

2. What kind of person will “I” be as I age? Grumpy, Curmudgeonly, Gracious, Christ like?

3. Where are my men? What am I leaving with them? My stuff or Christ?
4. As with Proverbs – paraphrase – as a grandparent what inheritance am I leaving to the grandchildren, or my children?

5. As with Proverbs – paraphrase – what kind of friends am I leaving as a model for my sons and daughters?

6. How many days until I reach 70 or by reason of strength 4 score? So, how is your/my heart growing in wisdom so as to present to Him a heart of wisdom?

7. Belonging to a local assembly enables a believer to be involved in some part of ministry – either great or small as in I Corinthians 12 as a part of the Body – so what is my/your specific contribution to Leaving a Lasting Legacy?
We have been called by God to live as Salt and Light. We are to live disciplined lives as Salt. We are to live the presence of Christ as Light. The Spirit of God will use our living to reach into the lives of those about us. Our message is the glorious presence of Jesus Christ in history and the reality of Christ dwelling in His people.

These questions and the above paragraph have been driven deep into my person by the Spirit. Some of what I am seeing with my spiritual eye is painful. I am asking Christ for what it is He wants from me until I breathe my last. How about you?
I receive emails from believers in whom God through Christ is doing a unique and deeply moving work. Some of the work is delightful and other of the work is deeply probing! Until we draw our last, we need to join in tandem with each other in order to be an encouragement for staying engaged in the lives of men and women of our culture. 

I am very deeply moved as I take time to listen to the stories and present walk of many believers. I hear of men and women in their 70’s and 80’s and a few into their 90’s who are still truckin’ for the Lord. I am humbled to hear their heart and their desire to make a difference while they have time.

The other morning while on a “mission to find something” in the church, I walked by a room being used by believers for a planning session. On Tuesday, in their staff meeting I eaves-dropped on the content of that meeting - outreach with the presence of Christ. And in that meeting was a believer in her 80’s. I am impressed and I am humbled when I hear of believers who still have heart for the work of ministry (not the work of the church).

Join me with Caleb who at 85 said, “Give me my land!” – Press on!

Dale
