Light the Fire

 

Before Keith Greene died he spoke about his passion for Christ and that of being an Elbow in the ribs of believers. This email is a kind of an elbow - maybe even a cattle prod!!  ::grins::

 

As a young man in my family - actually a little boy - my dad and all the male relatives wanted to make sure I and all the rest of the young children – boys and girls - could build a fire. As a young man in Cub Scouts I learned to refine my skill and then in Boy Scouts I refined it even further.

 

As an adult male thrashing around in the mountains I have had occasions to use the skill imposed upon me as a young boy needing a fire to survive freezing or hypo-thermia. Just being tough and strong and focused does not for survival make in our mountains in Western Washington.

 

Finding dried tinder on snow covered ground or rain soaked ground is not easy but it can be done. One of the tricks in our mountains is to take some pitch from an evergreen - several which run pitch in the summer or have pitch bubbles - during bad weather and when finding the need for survival these make great fire starters. Looking up under the live branches of a fir tree will reveal some very good dry tinder.
 

Finding the fire in the spirit gradually receding to cold ashes is not a good condition for the believer. Aging has a way of cooling the jets for spiritual vitality - The Fire! Being busy is often the statement of men who don't have time. Taking the time to build a spiritual fire on the journey to the END or to keep the fire alive and hot seems for many men to be a waste of time.

 

Drifting, being complacent or just being nice Christian people who have come to be but of course, cooperative is a malady for the average Christian man. I have a lot going on / I need to take care of ??? / I have other things I need to get done / My schedule won't let me do that / The church doesn't seem to meet my need  and so it goes.

 

There are two issues to probe on this subject: 1) the malaise which sets in to men’s live in their middle 30’s or above, 2) the communication style and connection provided by the local assembly where the men attend. There are other articles on the web site which begin to address this #2 issue or books found under Literature.

Keeping the fire going is a commitment and it is a discipline. Humanly speaking as we grow older we get set in concrete - resist change / become comfortable / sit back and rest on our laurels / argue against minutiae / stop the climb to above the tree line where the vistas are phenomenal / lose a sense of adventure.

 

In the 60's there were phrases which were clichés about a psychological teaching something like this: You're okay, how am I? I’m okay, you’re okay. I'm cool, man. Everything is copasetic.
 These phrases are great for social politeness or cuteness or quick response, however many men as believers have come to rest in these truths as their understanding that they are okay with God. When applied to the spiritual life they convey lethargy. And lethargy is the death knell for the spiritual life. This morning as I was having a quiet time my spirit was stirred.

 

I am asking you to read two articles I wrote about finishing well. They contain quotes or concepts which need to be considered in walking with Christ. 
              Leaving a Lasting Legacy

              Ridin above the Tree Line

 

Proverbs 9/12 - read this one in conjunction with Psalm 90/10-12.
Revelation 3/16 - read this one for fellowship with the living God as a prod in the ribs - maybe even the back end! During the sermon in our local assembly I heard the pastor use the passage from Revelation 3/16. Again I was stirred.
The fire needs to start within the spirit of the individual believer. As we have come to know Christ by Salvation we also need to know Him by walking with Him throughout each day and through weeks of years. Philippians 3/10 makes understanding the fire and deeply personal sense of His presence to be the ultimate goal of living this life. 

Walking with Christ as Friend and as Family will bring us into a place where we will know Him not just know about Him. (J.I. Packer, Knowing God.)  The fire of commitment can be expressed in a variety of ways and lived out in many different cultures.

The fire is not so much where we serve or the kind of service in which we serve, but it is a walk with Christ which radiates His presence where we are at any given time. 

As a believer and a churchman I have strong commitments to my local assembly and the biblical revelation of the Centrality of the Local Church – Ephesians 3. However when I speak with lukewarm, apathetic saints, I always direct their focus away from activities in the church or attendance in a local assembly. 

The message in our day and every day since Pentecost needs to stay focused first of all on the Person of Jesus Christ. Christ in all His splendor as expressed in the NT is the most captivating person of all History. He is the summation of all time and all events. He is the Lord of Creation and the Lord of Glory. He is the center of all praise for the saint in all times and in all eras.

It is difficult when speaking or teaching the Word to stay focused upon this magnificent truth. It takes faith and courage to speak the message without adding some form of work into the mix for proof of a hotly, burning fire which exceeds the embers of a fire on the way out. 

Over the years the most serious, most passionate, most committed service to the work of the Church has, in my observation, been from those who have met Christ in a moment of time and have been ignited with spiritual passion. When He has changed them or met with them in an event or in a deeply serious and penetrating confrontation, they walk with Him. They find worshipping with His people to be a vital part of their week. 
Those believers who serve to the ends of their lives are believers who have come face to face with Him in the deep recesses of their being. This depth of friendship with Him is not proven by an activity of some kind. 

Having drawn a line between a passion for Christ and a specific activity, I want to make very clear: the believer whose fire is burning brightly finds time to be in a Worship Time with other believers. 

Solomon makes it clear in The Song that a stick close to another stick or two will make a great fire. A believer living in isolation from other believers will become a former fire, only embers of a former time of a great blaze.

It might be time to make sure the fire is burning brightly or perhaps your fire needs to be rekindled. I/we may need worship time alone with God and Christ; I/we need time with other believers to get the focus adjusted; and finally to be in contact with other believers who have walked with Christ during the “past week.”
 

See you about the fire!
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