Challenge to Exalt the King

John 12
This challenge is given in a spirit of encouragement and concern for our personal walk with the Savior. Studying for a sermon on Palm Sunday I was deeply impacted by John 12 and then, arriving at 13/1 a spiritual light went on in my spirit from the Spirit. 
Reading John 12 captured my spirit. His message to the Greeks and the message to the crowd riveted my attention upon the precision and clarity of His words. A spiritual light focused upon my personal complacency and my tendency to drift into a comfortable walk. Read the passages: 12/23-26;  12/35-36.

 

During this Holy Week several inductive bible studies will be posted on the web for you use in your trek of faith through this week.
 

This challenge comes to you, resulting from  a sermon I preached this AM on John 12; Exalting the King as the Sons of the Light (3/16/08). Meditate long and deeply upon the character of God and upon the message of the Son to His disciples during Holy Week.   

 

Monday – Thursday; John 13-17. Mark verses in each chapter which grab your heart; which guide your spirit to His Person and deep commitment to His  love. John 16/12-15

 

Friday - John 18-19. If you think Crucifixion occurred on Thursday - great. Celebrate with other believers a Good Friday Service. Celebrate and think through the pain and torture leading up to this event. Express quietly the depths of appreciation which exists within your being for Him receiving our Wrath from the Father. Then, express appreciation and devotion to the Father for declaring Himself to be Satisfied (Propitious). I John 2/1-2 and I John 4/8-10 – John was deeply marked by this Truth. Exult in Jesus Christ – Romans 5/1-11.
 

Saturday - John 12/30-33, Ephesians 2/10-11. Think through descent into Hell: Hebrews 2/14-15. Then read thoughtfully I Corinthians 15/54-58. 

 

Sunday - John 20-21.when you awake - early, to think through the Work of Christ on the Cross - give preparation to worship with the saints in the assembly. Christ who is alive made clear that the Father seeks such to worship Him in spirit and truth. Here is the final stamp of approval from the Father upon the Death, Burial and Resurrection. 

 

Revel in His presence and the Grace extended to us in John. Read through 12 - 21 several times this week.

 
Here is my challenge to you. Fast for a period of time this week to express devotion and commitment; to seek His presence for victory over ???? in our lives!  Read with thought,

John 14/12-15 and 15/1-8.
 

Fasting. One day, several days or the whole week through the Good Friday Service or Resurrection Sunday - break the longer fasts with juice then light food.
 

First, reasons for the challenge.

1. Take seriously the profound message of Christ's presence in John during the week.

2. Many of us have deeply impacting events in our lives for which we long to experience

    Christ's victory.

3. Seek Christ's presence in supernatural ways beyond the normal function of the week.

4. Ask Christ to manifest His presence in our ministries and assemblies - John 14/18-24.

5. This is one of the greatest challenges to believers – it unsettles our self-indulgences!
    Denial of our internal drive for nourishment creates deep dissonance in our spirit as 

    we force ourselves to focus upon Jesus Christ, resulting in deeper spiritual vision.

Here is the challenge - an expression of our heart for Christ.
Fast for one day or all week to seek the presence of Christ for the above. Fast for a longer 

period than just one day if possible; to seek spiritual discipline and spiritual refreshment; to appeal to Christ to draw His children to Himself - the ones who have wandered away into the darkness.

 

Fast as an expression of seriousness about walking with Christ and asking Him to work great spiritual depth in “me” and in His people. Ask Him to transform the lives of the men and women with whom you are speaking.

 

If you are unable to Fast, set aside a time of focus upon the Holy Week and upon the Resurrection.

 

Read Isaiah 58/1-11 - the challenge - seeking His presence and release from Bondage!

                    58/13-14 - Christ is the Sabbath, the living God in us. Heb. 3-4; Col 1/26-27.

 

*For pressing events and situations, pray specific Scriptures. Need help, seek counsel!
 

In closing: If you are free in your spirit, in the Spirit to tell me of your pilgrimage in this walk of faith, I will make an email list of believers who are seeking God this Holy Week. With your permission I will relate your story to others on the list. 
Exalt the King. Worship the Savior and the Lamb. Give Him you thoughts. Give Him the deed to your life. Ask Him to conquer your will. Express gratitude to Him for His work on the Cross. Ask the Father in Jesus Name to manifest their presence in “your” life.

All Glory be to His Name  - Revelation 4/11. John was captivated by the Lamb and King.
Dale

 


